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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C 
119(e) from U.S. Provisional Application Nos . 60/084,664 
filed May 7, 1998, 60/091,391, filed July 1, 1998, 
60/092,871 filed July 15, 1998 and 60/107,689 filed 
5 November 9, 1998, the disclosure of each being 

incorporated by reference herein. 

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §202 (c) it is acknowledged that 
the U.S. Government has certain rights in the invention 
described herein, which was made in part with funds from 
10 the National Institutes of Health, Grant Number CA-60088. 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the identification 
of anti-neoplastic agents. Specifically, the invention 
15 provides novel cell -based assays and reagents for 

screening compounds involved in the regulation of 
apoptosis and tumor suppression. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

2 0 Several publications are referenced in this 

application by author name and year of publication in 
parentheses in order to more fully describe the state of 
the art to which this invention pertains. Full 
citations for these references are found at the end of 

25 the specification. The disclosure of each of these 
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publications is incorporated by reference herein. 

Apoptosis is a genetically controlled pathway of 
programmed cell death. The hallmarks of apoptosis are 
cytoplasmic boiling, chromatin condensation, and DNA 
fragmentation. Apoptosis plays a major role in 
development and disease. Regulation of cell death is 
essential for normal development and is an important 
defense against viral infection and the emergence of 
cancer. Excessive cell death can lead to impaired 
development and degenerative diseases, whereas too 
little cell death can lead to cancer and persistent and 
sustained viral infection. 

Tumor suppressor genes are a class of genes 
involved in different aspects of normal control of 
cellular growth and division. Inactivation of tumor 
suppressor genes, usually by genetic means, contributes 
to tumor development . The first evidence for the 
existence of such genes came from the observation that 
fusion of normal cells with tumor cells resulted in 
hybrids which were nontumorigenic . However, with the 
loss of chromosomes, which occurs naturally when hybrid 
cells are grown in culture, the tumor igenic phenotype 
was sometimes restored. Furthermore, the introduction of 
normal chromosomes into tumorigenic hybrids can cause 
reversal to the nontumorigenic phenotype. Thus 
expression of genes from the normal parent suppresses 
tumorigenicity . 

As the normal functioning of tumor suppressor genes 
suppresses tumorigenicity, regions of chromosomes which 
are lost in tumors are likely to carry tumor suppressor 
genes. Karyotype analysis of a wide variety of tumor 
types has shown that certain chromosomal deletions occur 
with a high frequency and in a tumor specific manner. 
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thus implicating the chromosomal region as a likely 
location of tumor suppressor genes. 

Apoptosis is controlled through the expression of 
an increasing number of genes conserved in nematodes 
through mammals and viruses. Some gene products are 
activators of apoptosis, whereas others are inhibitors. 
Tumor suppressor genes are also widely conserved. The 
characterization of the function of these gene products 
will facilitate elucidation of the molecular mechanisms 
which regulate cell growth at the biochemical level. 
This knowledge in turn, facilitates the identification 
and characterization of agents suitable for regulating 
apoptotic cell death and tumor suppression which may be 
used to advantage in the treatment of malignancy and 
other disorders characterized by aberrant cell growth. 

StlMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, it has 
been discovered that inhibition of the transcriptional 
coactivator p300 induces p53 accumulation resulting 
apoptotic cell death. p3 0 0 is required to transact ivate 
the p53 inhibitor mdm2 . Failure of p300 to 
transactivate mdm2 results in accumulation of p53 to 
high levels causing apoptosis, a desirable 
characteristic of anti-cancer therapeutics. The present 
invention is directed to the identification of p300 
transactivating inhibitors which act to induce p53 
accumulation through the failure to coactivate mdm2 . 
Such agents should be effective to induce apoptotic cell 
death for the treatment of proliferative disorders 
associated aberrant cell growth. 

The present invention provides novel cell lines and 
methods for identifying agents that regulate apoptosis. 
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According to one aspect of the invention a recombinant 
cell line is provided for identifying and characterizing 
p300 inhibitors which regulate apoptosis. An exemplary 
cell line of the invention comprises a) a first plasmid 
expressing a p3 00 responsive promoter operably linked to 
a first reporter gene; b) a second plasmid expressing a 
non p300 responsive promoter operably linked to a second 
reporter gene; and c) a third plasmid expressing a 
selectable marker gene. The cell line may optionally 
include a plasmid encoding wild -type p3 0 0 to augment 
endogenously expressed p300 protein levels. 

In another embodiment of the invention, a screening 
method is provided using the cell line of the invention 
to identify therapeutic agents that regulate apoptosis. 
The screening method entails determining whether a 
potential therapeutic reagent inhibits p3 00 activity 
thereby inducing apoptosis. One such method is 
performed by contacting the recombinant cells of the 
invention with the therapeutic agent. The recombinant 
cells include a first plasmid expressing a p300 
responsive promoter operably linked to a first reporter 
gene, a second plasmid expressing a non p3 0 0 responsive 
promoter operably linked to a second reporter gene; and 
a third plasmid expressing a selectable marker gene. 
Following administration of the reagent repression of 
the p3 00 responsive reporter and repression of the non- 
p3 0 0 responsive reporter gene by the therapeutic 
reagent would be assessed via the levels of reporter 
gene activity. Repression or the p3 0 0 responsive 
reporter gene and not the non- responsive p3 0 0 reporter 
gene indicates that the compound inhibits p3 00 
transactivation and thereby may be efficacious in 
inducing apoptosis in target cells. In an alternative 
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embodiment, plasmids may be constructed which contain a 
plurality of the above described gene constructs . 

In yet another embodiment of the invention, a Bel -2 
associated transcription factor (referred to herein as 
5 BP-1 and btf) having the sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 has 

been identified which interacts with ElB 19K as well as 
with anti-apoptotic family members, Bcl-2 and Bc1-xl, tiut 
not the proapoptotic protein, Bax. Btf protein has a 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, binds DNA in vitro and 

10 represses transcription in reporter assays. The Btf 

gene has been localized to chromosome 6 {6q22-23) , a 
region that is deleted in certain cancers providing 
support for Btf 's role as a tumor suppressor. Btf is 
also active in a unique pathway by which Bcl-2 regulates 

15 apoptosis. 

The availability of the DNA sequence encoding btf 
facilitates the production of large amounts of btf 
protein in suitable expression systems. The Btf protein 
so generated may be used to advantage in the production 

2 0 of antibodies or antibody fragments that may be used to 

detect Btf protein in clinical samples. 

Elucidation of the interaction between Bcl-2 and 
Btf facilitates the identification and characterization 
of novel therapeutic agents that specifically disrupt 
25 the binding the Bcl-2 and Btf, while not affecting Bcl-2 

binding to other proteins. Agents that disrupt binding 
between Bcl-2 and Btf may be assessed in cell lines 
which co-express the two proteins. Such agents may 
comprise peptides or other small molecule inhibitors 

3 0 which act competitively to inhibit the binding between 

Bcl-2 and Btf, there by effectuating cell death in a 
variety of tumors . 

In accordance with the present invention, methods 
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are provided for screening tumor samples for deletion of 
the Btf gene and/or protein. Such methods may be either 
immunological and employ Btf specific antibodies to 
detect the presence or absence of btf protein 
expression. Alternatively, the methods may be 
genetically based. Btf specific oligonucleotides may be 
employed to assess the sample for the presence or 
absence of btf encoding nucleic acids. In patients 
having a btf deletion, the Btf gene may be reintroduced 
via genetic engineering methods. 

The cell lines and screening methods of the present 
invention provide a unique and advantageous testing 
system for evaluating reagents that regulate apoptosis . 
Such agents may then be used to advantage to treat 
pathological conditions related to aberrant cell growth, 
including cancer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figures lA and IB show the results of Western blot 
analysis of p53, Mdm2 , Bax, and p2l"''^' in p53A and LTR.IA 
cells after incubation at the nonpermissive {37.5°C) and 
permissive (32°C) temperature at day 0 (lanes 1 and 6) , 
day 1 (lanes 2 and 7), day 2 (lanes 3 and 8), day 3 
(lanes 4 and 9) and day 5 (lanes 5 and 10) . 

Figure 2 shows the results obtained from indirect 
immunofluorescence of Mdm2 in p53A (top panel) and 
LTR.IA (bottom panel) cells after incubation at 32°C 
from day 0 to day 3 . 



Figures 3A and 3B are a pair of graphs showing 
cell viability as demonstrated by trypan blue staining 
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of p53A and LTR.IA cells at the nonpermissive (37.5°C) 
and permissive {32°C) temperature from day 0 to day 3. 



Figure 4 depicts a series of micrographs showing 
5 light microscopy analysis of p53A and LTR.IA cells 

incubated at 3 2°C from day 0 to day 3 to detect 
apoptotic cells. 



Figures 5A and 5B show the results of Northern blot 
10 analysis of mdm2 expression of p53A cells incubated at 

3 2°C for the indicated times. Fig. 5A, autoradiograph 
of blot; Fig. 5A ethidium stained gel showing loading 
and integrity of RNA. 



15 Figure 6 is an autoradiograph showing the results 

of Western blot analysis of ectopically expressed HA- 
tagged p3 00, endogenous Mdm2 , and act in in p53A cells 
transiently transfected by electroporat ion with pCMV3 
alone (lane 1 - 12 /xg and lane 2-24 fig) , pCMV|3p300 

20 {p300 wild-type) (lane 3 - 12 ;ig and lane 4-24 /xg) or 

p300A30 (p300 mutant) (lane 5 - 12 ^g and lane 6-24 

Mg) • 

Figure 7 shows the results of indirect 
2 5 immunofluorescence of HA- tagged p3 00 and endogenous Mdm2 

in p53A cells transiently transfected with 24 /ig of 
vector alone, wild- type p3 00 and mutant p3 00 (arrows 
indicate cells with ectopic p300 expression and up- 
regulation of Mdm2 ) . 



Figure 8 is a bar graph showing cell viability, as 
measured by trypan blue staining, of p53A cells 
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transiently transfected with vector alone, wild-type 
p3 0 0 or mutant p3 00. 



Figure 9 is a graph showing the percentage of 
apoptotic cells that are positive for ectopic expression 
of a control lamin fragment, p300 wild- type and p3 00 
mutant determined by cell morphology using . indirect 
immunofluorescence in p53A cells transiently transfected 
with 24 Mg of pCEP4-LA(l-406} . pCMVPp300 or pCMV^p300A30 
plasmid DNAs . 

Figure 10 shows the results of Western Blot 
analysis of EIA, Mdm2 and actin in LTR.IA cells 
transiently transfected with 10 jxg of vector alone (lane 
1), 12S EIA (lane 2), 12SRG2 (lane 3), or 12S.YH47.928 
(lane 4) . 

Figure 11 shows cell viability, as measured by 
trypan blue exclusion, of LTR.IA cells transiently 
transfected with vector alone, 12S EIA, 12S.RG2 or 
12S . YH47 . 928 . 

Figure 12 shows Western blot analysis of p53A cells 
transiently transfected with 5 and 10 fig of pCMV vector 
alone, mdin2 wild- type (pCOC-X^) or mdm2 mutant (pCOC-AXM) 
plasmid DNAs. 

Figure 13 is a graph showing cell viability as 
assessed by trypan blue staining of p53A cells 
transiently transfected with mdin2 expression plasmids 
incubated at 32°. 



Figure 14 is a graph showing the percentage of 
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apoptotic cells that were positive for ectopic 
expression of a control lamin fragment, Mdm2 wild- type, 
and MdTn2 mutant determined by cell morphology using 
indirect immunofluorescence in p53A cells transiently 
transfected with 10 fig of pCEP4-LA(l-406) , pCOC-X^ (wild- 
type Mdra2) or pCOC-AXM (truncated Mdm2) plasmid DNAs . 

Figures 15A, 15B and 15C show the results of 
Western blot analysis of p53 , Mdm2 , bax, and p21Wafl in 
p53A cells stably expressing PSVneo (p53Anl) E1B19K 
(19K1) or Bcl-2 (4B) . 

Figure 16 shows Western blot analysis of Mdm2 , Bcl- 
2 ElB 19K and actin in p53Anl cells transfected 
transiently in pCNDA3 alone, (lane 1) ; pCMV19K (lane 2) 
and pCNA3myc- tagged bcl-2, (lane 3) . 

Figure 17 shows the results of Northern blot 
analysis of Mdm2 expression using 30 pig of cytoplasmic 
RNA of 19K1 cells incubated at 32 °C for the indicated 
time intervals. 

Figure 18 is a schematic diagram illustrating the 
regulation of cell death in p53A, LTR.IA and 19K1/4B 
cells . 

Figures 19A and 19B are growth profiles of 
transformed yeast cells demonstrating that BP-1 
interacts with ElB 19K in yeast. The yeast two-hybrid 
assay was utilized to demonstrate binding between BP-1 
and ElB 19K. Growth in the presence of histidine 
indicates that both plasmids can be expressed in yeast, 
and growth in the absence of histidine demonstrates an 
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interaction between the two proteins. Apc-2 represents 
an irrelevant hydrophobic protein used as a negative 
control. The specificity of the interaction between BP- 
1 and ElB 19K was tested using related proteins (Bcl-2, 
Bcl-x , and Bax) as well as missense mutants of ElB 19K 
(pm7, pm51, pm87, and pml02, Fig. 19A. Fig. 19B shows 
growth profiles which reveal the minimal regions of ElB 
19K required for interaction with BP-1 were mapped using 
a series of deletion mutants. Figure 19C is a schematic 
representation of ElB 19K showing the missense and 
deletion mutants tested in the two-hybrid assay. 
Regions I and III indicate the locations of the Bcl-2 
homology domains, BHl and BH3 . ElB 19K does not contain 
recognizable BH2 or BH4 domains. 

Figures 2 OA and 2 OB are autoradiographs showing the 
results of Northern blot analysis performed to determine 
htf expression in various tissues (Fig. 2 OA) , and cancer 
cell lines {Fig. 20B) . Two transcripts were observed at 

) 5 kB (Jbtfj and 3 kB {htf^) . These transcripts appeared 

to be ubiquitously expressed, except that htf was not 
detected in Ra j i cells derived from Burkitt ' s lymphoma. 
Lower panels depict 3-actin expression to assess the 
quality of the RNA and to control for loading 

5 efficiency. 

Figure 21 depicts the amino acid sequence of Btf. 
Btf^, identified in the GenBank database (accession # 
D79986) is predicted to encode a 918 amino acid protein 
0 shown here. Btf 3, which was obtained in the X-screen, 

contains the complete Btf^. sequence except that it is 
missing 4 9 amino acids between residues 797 and 84 6 
(bold) present in Btf^, and BP-1. The underlined regions 
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represent the positions of nuclear localization 
sequences . 



Figure 22 is a schematic representation of the Btf 
5 variants and deletion mutants used to characterize Btf 

function. The gray and black boxes represent the 
locations of putative bZIP and Myb-DNA binding domains, 
respectively. BP-1 (N384) , identified in the yeast two- 
hybrid screen for ElB 19K binding proteins, contains 
10 residues 384-918 of Btf^. Deletion mutants of Btf^, N552 

and C210 were used in transcriptional reporter assays to 
determine the regions of Btf^ that contribute to 
transcriptional repression. 

15 Figure 23 is an autoradiograph showing [S] - 

methione labeled in vitro translated Myc-Btf^ and ElB 19K 
prepared using the TnT T7 reticolocyte lysate system and 
incubated with native DNA-cellulose in NETN buffer for 2 
hrs. The data show that Btf^ binds to DNA-cellulose in 

20 vitro. Samples were washed five times in NETN and the 

proteins were resolved by 17% SDS-PAGE. 
Immunoprecipitated proteins (lanes 1 and 2) were 
analyzed to confirm the presence of the in vitro 
translated products. 

25 

Figure 24 is an autoradiograph showing in vitro 
interactions betwen Btfg and anti -apoptotic Bcl-2 family 
members. 35 [g] -labeled in vitro translated Myc-Btfg or 
Myc-Bax was combined with V5/His-E1B 19K, Bcl-2, Flag- 
30 BcI-Xl, or lucif erase prepared using the TnT T7 

reticolocyte lysate system. The proteins were 
immunoprecipitated with anti-Myc monoclonal antibody in 
NETN buffer for 1.5 hrs followed by protein A-sepharose 
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for 0.5 hr. Samples were washed in NETN buffer, 
resolved by 14% SDS-PAGE and visualized by 
autoradiography. In addition, 1 [il of each of 
translation reaction was analyzed to verify that equal 
5 amounts of proteins were used in the binding assay. 



Figure 25 is a series of micrographs showing that 
the nuclear subcellular localization of Btf^ is altered 
by ElB 19K, Bcl-2 and Bcl-x^. HeLa cells were 
10 transfected with expression plasmids pcDNA3-Myc- Btfg 

alone and with pCMV ElB 19K or pcDNAB -Bcl-2 as 
indicated. Cells were fixed 24 hours post -transf action 
and double stained against Myc and ElB 19K or Bcl-2. All 
cells were photographed with an original magnification 



Figure 26 is a graph showing the percent of nuclear 
Btfs expression (Btf^ /total Btf^) in HeLa cells 
expressing Bcl-x^ transfected with pcDNAB -Myc-Btf ^ and 
20 stained 24 hours post-transf ect ion against Myc. 



Figure 27 is a graph showing the results of a 
reporter assay demonstrating that Btf^ is a transcription 
repressor and is inhibited by Bcl-2-like proteins. HeLa 

25 cells were transfected with 2.5 /u.g of the reporter 

construct (luciferase construct containing GAL-4 DNA- 
binding sites within its promoter), 2.5 ptg of GAL-4 DNA- 
binding domain fusion genes (pml- Btfg,A-N552, and A-C210 
or empty pml vector control), and 2.5 /xg of bcl-2 family 

30 gene (pCMV-ElB 19K, pcDNA3-Bcl-2, or pcDNA3 -Flag-Bcl-XL, 

or empty pcDNA3 vector control) . Cells were harvested 
24 hours post- transf ection and the luciferase activity 
was measured in a scintillation counter using the 
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lucif erase substrate, luciferin. Values were normalized 
for protein concentrations measured by a Bradford assay 
and graphed as a percent of the negative control (empty 
pml vector) . The experiment was repeated six times and 
5 the high and low values for each sample were dropped. 

Bars indicate standard deviation, n=4 . 



Figures 2 8A and 2 8B are a pair of graphs showing 
that Btfg inhibits transformation by ElA and ElB 19K 

10 (Fig. 2 8A) or p53DD {Fig. 2 SB) . Primary baby rat kidney 

(BRK) cells were transfected with carrier DNA along with 
linearized test DNA (15 /xg pCMV-ElA, 15 /ng pCMV-ElB 19K 
or pCMV-p53DD, and 45 /zg pcDNA3-Myc- Btf^) . DNA 
concentrations were kept constant using appropriate 

15 empty vectors. The cells were cultured for 3 to 4 weeks 

and then stained with Giemsa . Foci were counted from 
four dishes per condition. Bars indicate standard 
deviation, n=4 . 



20 Figure 29 shows a representative FACS scan from 

Table 1 at 72 hours post -transf ection of pIRES-EGFP-Btf 3 
and the empty pIRES-EGFP vector into HeLa cells The 
data reveal that Btf ^-mediated cell death occurs by 
apoptosis. Cell cycle kinetics from propidiura iodide 

25 staining are shown for the total cell population as well 

as the EGFP-positive cells. 

Figure 30 is a series of micrographs showing 
transfected cells incubated with Hoechst dye 72 hours 
30 post-transf ection to visualize the DNA. Cells 

transfected with pIRES-EGFP-Btf g (right side) were 
compared to control pIRES-EGFP (left side) . Arrows for 
each set correspond to the same cell visualized with 
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brightfield (top) , EGFP (green; middle) , and Hoechst dye 
(blue; bottom) . The presence of condensed chromatin in 
the presence of Btfg indicates cell death by apoptosis. 
The cells were photographed with an original 
5 magnification of lOOOX. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides cell lines and 
screening assays and reagents for identifying and 

10 characterizing compounds which regulate apoptosis. 

The tumor suppressor p53 gene product is a negative 
regulator of cellular growth and transformation (Ko and 
Prives 1996; Levine 1997; Vogelstein and Kinzler 1992; 
White 1996) . Many studies have demonstrated that p53 

15 functions as a transcriptional regulator by sequence - 

specific DNA binding (El-Deiry et al . 1992; Funk et al . 
1992; Pietenpol et al . 1994). The p53 gene product 
regulates transcription by activation or repression (Ko 
and Prives 1996) . DNA damage increases p53 levels which 

2 0 promotes cell cycle arrest allowing DNA repair to occur. 

Alternatively DNA damage can induce apoptosis presumably 
when such damage is beyond repair (Ko and Prives 1996; 
Levine 1997; White 1996) . The growth arrest function of 
p53 is predominantly implemented by transactivation of 

25 the cyclin dependent kinase inhibitor p21/lVAFl/CJPI (El- 

Deiry et al . 1993) . p53 can also induce apoptosis by 
up-regulating the death -promoting hay: gene (Miyashita 
and Reed 1995) . Other transcriptional targets for p53 
include GPJ:)D45 (Kastan et al . 1992), mdm2 (Barak et al . 

30 1993; Wu et al . 1993), cyclin G (Okamoto and Beach 

1994), and IGF-BP3 (Buckbinder et al . 1995). The DNA 
binding ability of p53 plays a major role in regulating 
cell growth. The most frequently occurring p53 
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mutations in human tumors are found in this DNA binding 
domain (Hollstein et al . 1991; Ko and Prives 1996). 
Accordingly, intact p53 transcriptional functions are 
important to maintain genomic integrity. 

The mdm2 gene was originally cloned because of its 
amplification in a spontaneously transformed murine 
BALB/c cell line (Fakharzadeh et al . 1991).. The human 
homologue of Mdm2 protein is a negative regulator of 
p53 . Mdm2 protein inhibits p53 -mediated functions of 
arrest and apoptosis (Chen et al . 1996), most likely by 
binding to the N-terminal transactivation domain of p53 
(Momand et al . 1992; Oliner et al . 1993). Furthermore, 
Mdm2 appears to direct p53 degradation via the ubiquitin 
pathway (Haupt et al . 1997; Kubbutat et al . 1997). The 
mdm2 promoter contains p53 binding consensus sequences 
where p53 binds and positively regulates its expression, 
creating a negative feedback loop for regulating the 
activity and levels of p53 (Barak et al . 1993; Haupt et 
al. 1996; Wu et al. 1993). The functional 
interdependence of Mdm2 and p53 was exemplified in 
studies with knock-out mice. Loss of Mdm2 resulted in 
early embryonic lethality which was rescued by deletion 
of p53 (Donehower et al . 1992; Montes de Oca Luna et al . 
1995) . Thus, Mdra2 is required in vivo for down- 
modulation of p53 function and perturbation of this 
regulation can be deleterious to embryonic development . 

The CBP/p300 family members regulate transcription 
by functioning as transcriptional coactivators . 
Although the precise mechanism of how transcriptional 
adaptors function is not known, CBP/p3 00 and an 
interacting protein, P/CAF, have been shown to have 
histone acetyltransf erase activity (Bannister and 
Kouzarides 1996; Ogryzko et al . 1996; Yang et al . 1996), 
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implicating a role for histone acetylation in 
transcriptional regulation. These proteins also 
interact with several transcription factors such as the 
TAFs (Thut et al . 1995), TBP (Abraham et al . 1993), CREB 
(Chrivia et al . 1993; Kwok et al . 1994), c-Jun/v-Jun 
(Bannister and Kouzarides 1995), c-Myb/v-Myb (Dai et al . 
1996) , c-Fos (Bannister and Kouzarides 1995) and others, 
which may determine the specificity of the regulation. 
The p3 00 family of proteins has been recently shown to 
bind to p53 and function as coactivators of p53- 
inducible genes (Avantaggiati et al . 1997; Gu et al . 
1997; Lill et al . 1997; Scolnick et al . 1997). The N- 
terminal activation domain of p53 directly interacts 
with the carboxy- terminal of p3 00 (Gu and Roeder 1997) . 
It has also been shown that p3 0 0 can acetylate the C- 
terminal domain of p53 and that this modification 
increases the sequence- specif ic DNA binding ability of 
p53 (Gu and Roeder 1997) . Thus, acetylation of specific 
transcription factors may reflect one level of p300 
transcriptional regulation. 

The adenoviral early region 1 (El) genes encode for 
proteins that aid in cellular transformation by 
activating proliferation and suppressing apoptosis 
(White 1993; White and Gooding 1994). Expression of the 
adenoviral ElA gene stimulates cell cycle progression by 
interacting with and subverting the function of cellular 
proteins required for normal cell cycle and 
transcription regulation. ElA interacts with the 
retinobalstoma (Rb) gene product as well as it's family 
members, pl07 and pl30 (Dyson and Harlow 1992; Moran 
1993; Whyte et al . 198 8) . ElA also binds to and 
sequesters p300 (Eckner et al . 1994; Moran 1993; Yang et 
al . 1996). ElA interactions with these cellular 
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proteins are important for transformation as suggested 
by the observation that ElA mutants that fail to 
interact with these proteins are incapable of promoting 
transformation. Expression of ElA alone, however, is 
5 insufficient to transform primary baby rat kidney (BRK) 

cells because cell cycle deregulation by ElA also 
stimulates p53 -dependent apoptosis. Binding of p300 to 
ElA cosegregates with induction of p53 and stabilization 
(Chiou and White 1997; Querido et al . 1997; Sanchez- 

10 Prieto et al . 1995). Transcriptional activation of p53 

target genes, such as bax (Han et al . 1996; Sabbatini et 
al . 1995), followed by induction of caspase activation 
implements cell death (Rao and White 1997; Sabbatini et 
al . 1997). Transcriptional activation of the p53 target 

15 gene p21"^- is also induced, which contributes to 

implementation of cell cycle arrest by p53, which is not 
apparent due to cell death (Han et al . 1996; Sabbatini 
et al . 1995) . 

ElA- induced cellular transformation is sustained by 
20 coexpression of the Bcl-2 adenoviral homologue, ElB 19K 

or Bcl-2 itself, which inhibit ElA-induced, p53-mediated 
apoptosis. ElB 19K and Bcl-2 inhibit apoptosis in part 
by binding to the death promoting Bax protein (Han et 
al . 1996). Thus ElB 19K or Bcl-2 expression inhibits 
25 p53 -mediated apoptosis but not growth arrest (Chiou et 

al. 1994; Debbas and White 1993; Han et al . 1996; 
Sabbatini et al . 1995). These cooperative functions 
between early adenoviral genes stimulating cell cycle 
progression and inhibiting apoptosis ensures efficient 
3 0 transformation. 

In accordance with the present invention it has 
been discovered that p300 is specifically required for 
transactivation of the mdm2 gene by p53 and also for 
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regulating p53 -mediated apoptosis. Cells expressing ElA 
were unable to up-regulate Mdm2 , causing p53 to be 
induced to high levels which resulted in p53 -dependent 
apoptosis. In contrast, BRK cells expressing c-Myc 
instead of ElA, upregulated Mdm2 , causing p53 down- 
regulation and inhibition of p53 -dependent apoptosis. 
Thus, the inability to down-regulate p53 is associated 
with apoptosis and provides an explanation for the 
differences between the p53 -dependent apoptotic response 
of ElA versus Myc transformed cells. 

The adenovirus ElB 19K protein is a potent 
inhibitor of apoptosis and cooperates with ElA to 
transform primary rodent cells. ElB 19K shows sequence 
and functional homology to the mammalian ant i -apoptotic 
gene product, Bcl-2. Like Bel -2, the biochemical 
mechanism of ElB 19K function includes binding to and 
antagonizing cellular pro-apoptotic proteins, such as 
Bax, Bak, and Nbk/Bik. In addition, there is evidence 
that ElB 19K can affect gene expression, but whether 
this contributes to the ant i -apoptotic function of 19K 
has not been determined. In an effort to further 
understand the functions of ElB 19K, we screened for 
19K-associated proteins using the yeast two-hybrid 
system. A novel protein Btf (Bel -2 -associated 
transcription factor) was identified that interacts with 
ElB 19K, as well as with ant i- apoptotic family members, 
Bcl-2 and Bcl-xL, but not the pro-apoptotic protein Bax. 
btf is a widely expressed gene that encodes a protein 
with homology to the basic zipper (bZip) - and Myb-DNA 
binding domains. Btf binds DNA in vitro and represses 
transcription in reporter assays. ElB 19K, Bcl-2, and 
Bcl-xL sequester Btf in the cytoplasm and block its 
transcriptional repression activity. Expression of Btf 
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also inhibited transformation by ElA with either ElB 19K 
or mutant p53, suggesting a role in either promoting 
apoptosis or cell cycle arrest. Indeed, the sustained 
over- expression of Btf in HeLa cells induced apoptosis 
which was inhibited by ElB 19K. Furthermore, the 
chromosomal localization of btf (6g22-23) maps to a 
region that is deleted in some cancers, consistent with 
a role for Btf in tumor suppression. Thus, btf may 
represent a novel tumor suppressor gene, residing in a 
unique pathway by which the Bcl-2 family can regulate 
apoptosis . 

These observations have facilitated the design of 
recombinant cell lines that may be used to advantage to 
screen therapeutic agents that regulate apoptosis. 

The nucleic acids of the invention are sometimes 
referred to herein as "isolated nucleic acids". This 
term, when applied to DNA, is intended to signify a DNA 
molecule that is separated from sequences with which it 
is immediately contiguous {in the 5' to 3 ' directions) 
in the naturally occurring genome of the organism from 
which it was derived. For example, the "isolated 
nucleic acids" of the invention may comprise a DNA 
molecule inserted into a vector, such as a plasmid or a 
virus vector, or integrated into the genomic DNA of a 
procaryote or eucaryote. With respect to RNA molecules 
of the invention, the term "isolated nucleic acids" 
primarily refers to RNA molecules encoded by isolated 
DNA molecules as defined above, or produced by synthetic 
methods . 

The term "transcription control (or regulatory) 
element" as used herein, refers to an isolated DNA 
segment that, under specified conditions, possesses a 
transcription- regulating activity with respect to the 
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expression of a transcription unit (i.e., a gene, as 
defined below) . 

The term "enhancer" is used herein to refer to a 
type of transcription control element. Enhancers 
5 generally activate the expression of a cis-linked gene. 

The terms "transcription control element, " 
"transcription regulatory element" and "enhancer" are 
used interchangeably herein when referring to the 
isolated nucleic acid molecules of the present 
10 invention. 

The term "transcription factor" refers to protein 
factors that interact with DNA to enhance or repress 
transcription. 

The term "repressor" refers to a transcription 
15 factor that inhibits gene expression upon interaction 

with DNA. 

The term "transcription unit" refers to a nucleic 
acid molecule comprising one or more sequences which 
encode a gene product (usually a protein) and which is 

20 operably linked to a promoter or other regulatory 

sequences (enhancers etc.) necessary for expression of 
the coding sequence. The term "gene" is often used 
interchangeably with the term "transcription unit". 
The term "operably linked" means that the 

25 regulatory sequences necessary for expression of the 

coding sequence are placed in the DNA molecule in the 
appropriate positions relative to the coding sequence so 
as to effect expression of the coding sequence. This 
same definition is sometimes applied to the arrangement 

3 0 of transcription units and other transcription control 

elements (e.g. enhancers) in an expression vector. 

The term "reporter gene" refers to a gene whose 
expression may be assayed; such genes include, without 
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limitation, lacZ, amino acid biosynthet ic genes, e.g., 
the yeast LEU2 , HIS3 , LYS2 , or URA3 genes, nucleic acid 
biosynthetic genes, the mammalian chloramphenicol 
transacetylase (CAT) gene, the lucif erase gene, the 
green fluorescent protein (GFP) or any surface antigen 
gene for which specific antibodies are available. 

A "promoter" is a DNA sequence located proximal to 
the start of transcription at the 5 ' end of an operably 
linked transcribed sequence. The promoter may contain 
one or more regulatory elements or modules which 
interact in modulating transcription of the operably 
linked gene. 

The term "tumor suppressor", as used herein, 
relates to any protein/polypept ide inhibiting growth of 
tumor cells in-vitro and/or in-vivo. Growth inhibition 
involves mechanisms such as control of apoptosis and/or 
of cell cycle progression as well as mechanisms 
unidentified so far. "Tumor suppressors" are proteins 
displaying biological activities identical to or similar 
to those of p53, Rb (retinoblastoma gene product), WT 
(Wilms tumor suppressor gene) , VHL (von Hippel-Lindau 
tumor suppressor gene) , BRCAl (breast cancer 
susceptibility gene) and pl6 ( eye 1 in -dependent kinase 
inhibitor) . 

I. METHODS FOR CONSTRUCTING PLASMIDS AND PRODUCING THE 
CELL LINES OF THE INVENTION 

The cell lines of the invention may be prepared 
according to the general methods set forth below for 
plasmid construction, transformation of cultured cells, 
and maintenance of cell lines. 
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A. Plasmids 

The plasmids of the invention may be constructed 
using conventional cloning methods. A variety of 
different plasmid vectors are commercially available. 
Protocols for constructing such plasmids are provided in 
Current Protocols in Molecular Biology, Ausubel et al . 
(editors), John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 1987-1997- Detailed 
protocols for constructing the plasmids of the invention 
are provided hereinbelow. 

B. Cell Lines 

To achieve stable gene transfer, plasmid DNA must 
first be introduced into host cells. This may be 
accomplished according to numerous methods known in the 
art, including but not limited to 1) calcium phosphate 
precipitation; 2) electroporation; and 3) liposome- 
mediated transf ection. For general protocols, see, 
e.g., Chapter 9 in Current Protocols in Molecular 
Biology, Ausubel et al . (editors), John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc. 1987-1997. 

In accordance with the present invention, cell 
lines can be generated by co- transf ection of a plurality 
of plasmids. Alternatively, a sequential transf ection 
can be performed, whereby a first cell line is generated 
that has stably incorporated a plasmid containing a p300 
regulated promoter, such as the mdm2 promoter, operably 
linked to a reporter gene such as CAT. This cell line 
can then be transfected in turn with a plasmid encoding 
wild type p300 to augment endogenous p300 levels. 

Stable transf ectants are selected by the ability of 
an individual cell colony to grow in the presence of a 
selected antibiotic, by virtue of a resistance-encoding 
gene carried on the transf ecting plasmid DNA and 
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incorporated into the genome of the cell . In a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, both of the 
plasmids used would contain a selectable marker gene for 
double selection of stable transf ectants by antibiotic 
resistance . 



II. USES OF CELL LINES FOR SCREENING AGENTS THAT 
REGULATE APOPTOSIS 

The recombinant cell lines of the invention may be 
used to identify and characterize therapeutic compounds 
that act as p3 0 0 inhibitors and thereby induce 
apoptosis . 

For example, cells may be transf ected with a 
plasmid containing a reporter gene operably linked to a 
promoter which is transactivated by p300. An exemplary 
promoter is the mdm2 promoter. The cells would also be 
co-transfected with a control plasmid containing a 
second reporter gene operably linked to a non-p-300 
responsive promoter. The cell line may optionally be 
stably transf ected with a cDNA encoding p3 0 0 to augment 
endogenous p300 levels. Such cell lines may be used in 
reporter assays for compounds that inhibit p300- 
dependent transcription. These cells lines can be 
screened for repression of the mdm-2 linked reporter by 
compounds that do not alter expression of the non-p300 
responsive reporter gene. 

Another strategy entails assaying p300 directly for 
molecules that bind to the ElA binding site on p300. 
Since binding of ElA to p300 inhibits p300 function, any 
molecule or compound that mimicked ElA, should be a 
potential p3 00 inhibitor. An ElA mutant that fails to 
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bind p3 0 0 may be used as a control in such an assay. 

Additonally, matched cell lines derived from the 
LTR lA (myc +tsp53 [vall35] ) cell line, exemplified 
herein, can be used in an in vivo cell-based screen for 
5 pBOO inhibitors which, like ElA, promote p53 

stabilization by inhibiting mdm-2 transcription and 
cause apoptosis. LTR lA cells have intact p3 00 function 
and the ts p53 at the permissive temperature retains the 
capacity to activate the endogenous mdm-2 gene which is 

10 required for cell survival. Potentially therapeutic 

compounds that inhibit p3 00 function would cause 
apoptosis at the permissive temperature. This apoptotic 
phenotype can be used to advantage to identify agents of 
interest. LTR lA cells that ectopically express Mdm-2 

15 from a heterologous promoter would not be susceptible to 

p300 inhibition and are used as a control for p300 
specificity . 

The availability of the DNA sequences encoding Btf 
20 and Bcl-2 also facilitates the design of additional cell 

lines and screening methods to identify agents which 
regulate apoptosis via this pathway. Btf and Bcl-2 may 
be overexpressed and agents that disrupt Btf /Bel -2 
binding assessed. Disruption of Btf /Bel -2 binding may be 
25 assess using co-iraraunoprecipitation for example. Agents 

so identified are expected to induce apoptosis in the 
targeted cell. Detailed methods for detecting apoptosis 
in cells are provided hereinbelow. 

Antibodies specific for Btf are may be used to 
3 0 assess tum>or samples for the presence or absence of Btf 

protein. Methods for generating antibodies and antibody 
fragments are well known to those of ordinary skill in 
the art. Screening methods employing such antibodies 
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include but are not limited to Western blotting, 
immunofluorescence and affinity chromatography. 

Oligonucleotide probes and primers may also be used 
to assess expression of Btf in tumor samples in the 
clinical setting, DNA would be isolated from the tumor 
sample in question and assessed for the presence or 
absence of btf encoding nucleic acids. In accordance 
with the present invention, nucleic acids having the 
appropriate level of sequence homology with Sequence 
I.D. No. 1 may be identified by using hybridization and 
washing conditions of appropriate stringency. For 
example, hybridizations may be performed, according to 
the method of Sambrook et al . , (supra) using a 
hybridization solution comprising: 5X SSC, 5X 
Denhardt's reagent, 1.0% SDS , 100 /zg/ml denatured, 
fragmented salmon sperm DNA, 0.05% sodium pyrophosphate 
and up to 50% formamide. Hybridization is carried out 
at 37-420C for at least six hours. Following 
hybridization, filters are washed as follows: (1) 5 
minutes at room temperature in 2X SSC and 1% SDS; (2) 

15 minutes at room temperature in 2X SSC and 0.1% SDS; 

(3) 30 minutes-1 hour at 37oC in IX SSC and 1% SDS; (4) 

2 hours at 42-65oin IX SSC and 1% SDS, changing the 

solution every 3 0 minutes. 

One common formula for calculating the stringency 

conditions required to achieve hybridization between 

nucleic acid molecules of a specified sequence homology 

is (Sambrook et al . , 1989): 

= 81.5°C + 16.6Log [Na+] + 0.41(% G+C) - 0.63 (% formamide) - 

6 00/#bp in duplex 

As an illustration of the above formula, using 
[Na+] = [0.368] and 50% formamide, with GC content of 

42% and an average probe size of 200 bases, the T„ is 
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57°C. The T„ of a DNA duplex decreases by 1 - 1.5°C with 
every 1% decrease in homology. Thus, targets with 
greater than about 75% sequence identity would be 
observed using a hybridization temperature of 42°C. 
5 If a tumor cell is found to contain a Btf deletion, 

the tumor cells may be genetically engineered to express 
the btf gene. Methods for delivering nucleic acids to 
target cells include retroviral targeting vectors and 
adenoviral vectors . 



The following materials and methods are provided to 
facilitate the practice of the present invention. 

15 Cells and culture conditions 

Primary Fisher BRK cells were prepared from 6 day 
old baby rats and cultured in Dulbecco ' s modified eagle 
medium (DMEM) with 10% fetal bovine serum as described 
previously (White et al . 1991). Plasmids were 

20 transfected by electroporation, and cells were 

maintained in DMEM with 10% fetal bovine serum. The 
transformed BRK cell line, p53A, was derived from 
transfection of pCMVElA and pLTRcGvall35 plasmids 
(Debbas and White 1993} . The 19K1 and 4B cell lines 

25 were derived from transfecting pCMV19K and pSVBcl-2, 

respectively, and a neomycin- resistance plasmid, pSVneo, 
by electroporation (Debbas and White 1993) (Chiou et 
al . , 1994; Sabbatini et al . , 1995). Control cell line, 
p53Anl, was derived from p53A cells containing only the 

3 0 neomycin-resistance plasmid (Debbas and White 1993) . 

The LTR.IA cells were generated by transfecting primary 
BRK cells with 10 pLg of LTR H-myc, which expresses human 
c-Myc, and pLTRcGvall35 as described previously 
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(Sakamuro et al . 1995). 
Antibodies 

SMP14 , a mouse monoclonal anti-Mdm2 antibody (Santa 
Cruz Biotechnology, Inc, Santa Cruz, CA) was used at 
1:1000 (Western) or 1:100 (immunofluorescence) to detect 
Mdm2. Clone 248, a murine- specif ic anti-p53 mouse 
monoclonal antibody which was kindly provided by Dr. A. 
Levine was used at 1:5000 to detect p53 . Mouse 
monoclonal anti-p2l"^^' (Ab-4, Calbiochem, San Diego, CA) 
was used at 1:50 dilution to detect p2l''''". A rabbit 
polyclonal anti-Bax (P-19, Santa Cruz) was used at 1:100 
to detect Bax and a mouse monoclonal anti-actin antibody 
(Amersham) was used at 1:1000 dilution to detect accin. 
Anti-HA mouse monoclonal antibody (Baboo, Richmond, CA) 
at 1:1000 dilution was used to detect ectopically 
expressed pBOO. A mouse monoclonal anti-ElA antibody 
M73 (Calbiochem) was used at 1:1000 dilution to detect 
ElA. A polyclonal anti-ElB 19K antibody was used at 
1:10,000 to detect transiently expressed ElB 19K. 

Cell viability and morphology 

Cell viability was measured by trypan blue 
staining. Cells were trypsinized, centrifuged, 
resuspended in PBS, and counted using a hemocytometer 
after diluting in trypan blue. Apoptotic morphology was 
assessed by scoring for cells that are positive by 
fluorescence microscopy and are rounded and non 
adherent. Cell morphology was also documented by 
photography at 10 0 x magnification on a Nikon phase- 
contrast microscope and camera using Kodak film. 
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Western Blot Analysis 

Cells were incubated at SV.S^'C and 32 °C for various 
time intervals prior to lysing in buffer containing 4% 
SDS and 5% p -mercaptoethanol . Equal amounts of protein 
(20-30 jLtg) were electrophoresed on 7.5-12% SDS-PAGE gels 
and transferred to PVDF membranes. Membranes were 
blocked for 15 minutes at room temperature in 5% nonfat 
Carnation dry milk in PBS containing 0.1% Tween-20 
(PBST) . Membranes were incubated with primary antibody 
followed by washes in PBST and then incubated with 
horseradish peroxidase (HRP) -conj ugated sheep anti-mouse 
IgG or donkey ant i -rabbit IgG monoclonal antibody at 
1:2000 dilution. After several washes, blots were 
developed using the ECL chemi luminescence detection kit 
according to manufacturer's recommendations (Amersham 
LIFE SCIENCES, Arlington Heights, IL) . 

Indirect immunofluorescence and microscopy 

Cells were fixed in cold methanol prior to 
incubation with primary antibodies. Subsequent to 
several washes in PBS, cells were incubated with 
rhodamine- conj ugated goat anti -mouse antibody or 
f luorescein-conjugated goat anti-rabbit antibody. Cells 
were then washed, mounted and analyzed by fluorescence 
microscopy using a Nikon FXA epif luorescence microscope. 

Northern Blot Analysis 

Cytoplasmic RNA was extracted from p53A and 19K1 
cells using the NP-40 lysis protocol as previously 
described (Muraoka et al . 1996) . Northern blots were 
performed by loading 3 0 ptg of cytoplasmic RNA on a 
formaldehyde gel and blotted as previously described 
(Muraoka et al . 1996) using Hybond-N membranes 
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(Amersham) for transfer. The membrane was hybridized 
with a random-primed labeled murine 277dm2- specif ic probe 
in ExpressHyb Hybridization solution (CloneTech, Palo 
Alto, CA) at 65°C. Blots were washed in 0 . IX SSC and 
0.1% SDS at 50°C and exposed to film for 2 days. 



Transient Trans fections 

The indicated amount of plasmid DNA was transfected 
by electroporation . After transf ection, cells were 
incubated at 37.5°C for 24 hours to recover, and were 
then shifted to 32 °C for 24 hours before analysis for 
viability by trypan blue staining and apoptotic 
morphology. For p300 transf ections , p53A cells were 
electroporated with 12 or 24 /xg of pCMV|3 alone, 
pCMVPp300 or pCMVp300A30 mutant (deletion in ElA- 
interacting domain) (Arany et al . 1994). For transient 
expression of ElA proteins, LTR.IA cells were 
electroporated with 10 [xg of pCMV(3 alone, pCMV12SElA, 
pCMV12S.RG2, or pCMV12 S . YH4 7 . 92 8 {Wang et al . 1992). 
For Mdm2 transient expression, p53A cells were 
electroporated with 5-10 /xg of pCMVp alone, pCMVI^-X^ 
{wild-type Mdm2) , and pCMVp-AXM (mutant Mdm2 with 
deletion of the N-terminal p53 -binding domain) (Haupt et 
al. 1997) . 



Stable transf ections 

Cells were tranfected by electroporation using 2 /xg 
of pCMV3 alone or pCMV3-X2 and 2 00 ng of pSVneo along 
with 10 /xg of salmon sperm DNA. Cells were selected in 
complete media containing 0.5 mg/ml G418 (Sigma) for a 
week and then incubated at the permissive temperatute to 
select for cells stably expressing Mdm2 . Two 
independent pools of p53A cells stably expressing wild- 
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Yeast two -hybrid system for identifying ElB 19K binding 
proteins 

Procedures for utilizing the two-hybrid system to 
identify ElB 19K binding proteins were described 
previously (Han et al . , 1996). A HeLa cDNA library was 
constructed in the pGAD-GH vector and screened against 
pGBT9-ElB 19K. Plasmids were transformed into S. 
cerevisae YGHl cells and positive clones were selected 
based on growth in the absence of histidine and 
production of j3 -galactosidase . False-positive clones 
were eliminated by testing for interactions with an 
irrelevant hydrophobic protein (Apc-2) and the empty 
pGBT9 vector. Missense and deletion mutants of ElB 19K 
tested for interaction with BP-1 were described 
previously (Han et al . , 1996, supra). pGBT8-Bcl-2 (20) 
and pGBT9-Bax (26) were also described previously. 
pGBT8-Bcl-x^ was kindly provided by Dr. G. Nunez (Univ. 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI) . 

The full length transcript, btf^ was identified by 
screening a X-cDNA library prepared from HeLa cells 
(Stratagene, La Jolla, CA) using conventional 
techniques. The cDNA sequence of bp-1 and the 
subsequent full length btf were analyzed using Sequenase 
2.0 (US Biochemical, Cleveland, OH) according to the 
manufacturer's specifications and later confirmed by 
fluorescent terminator cycle sequencing using an 
automated 3 77 DNA sequencer ( Perkin- Elmer , Applied 
Biosystems, Foster City, CA) . 

Plasmid construction 

A PCR product of jbtfg from the X- screen was digested 
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with Xmal and NotI (blunt) and ligated into both pGAD-GH 
cut with Xmal-Xhol (blunt) and pGBT9 cut with Xmal- Sail 
(blunt) . To prepare pcDNAB -Myc -Btf ^ for mammalian 
expression and in vitro translation, oligonucleotides 
encoding a Myc epitope with flanking Kpnl and Xmal sites 
were annealed with a PGR cloned fragment of btf^ from 
bluescript digested with Xmal and No tl , and pcDNA3 
(Invitrogen, San Diego, CA) digested with Kpnl and JVotI . 
The resulting plasmid encodes a Myc epitope at the N- 
terminal end of Btf^. Btf^ and two deletion mutants were 
fused in frame with the GAL-4 DNA-binding domain in the 
pml vector for use in transcriptional reporter assays 
(kindly provided by Dr. C. Abate-Shen, Center for 
Advanced Biotechnology and Medicine, Piscataway, NJ) . 
The full-length Jbtf^ construct was prepared by digesting 
pGBT9-Btf^ with J&nal and PstI and ligating into the same 
sites in the pml vector. The N552 and C210 mutants were 
generated by digesting pGETS-Btf^ with EcoRI-PstI and 
Xmal-BamHI, respectively, and ligating into the same 
restriction sites within pml. btf^ was also cloned into 
pIRES-EGFP (Clontech, San Francisco, CA) for cell cycle 
analysis of Btf^ expressing cells. The construct was 
prepared by digesting pcDNAB -Myc-Btf 3 with Smal and NotI 
and ligating to pIRES-EGFP cut with ScoRV and JNJoti . The 
pcDNA3-Bcl-2 plasmid was prepared by ligating an EcoRI- 
Xhol fragment from pSFFV-Bcl-2 (Hockenberry et al . , 
1990) (provided by Dr . S. Korsmeyer, Washington 
University School of Medicine, Saint Louis, MO) into 
pcDNA3. The C-terminally V5/His tagged ElB 19K was 
prepared by TA cloning into pcDNA3 . l/V5/His-T0P0 
(Invitrogen, San Diego, CA) according to manufacturer's 
specifications . 
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Cell lines 

The HeLa cells were maintained in culture in 
Dulbecco modified Eagle medium (D-MEM) with 10% fetal 
bovine serum (FBS) at 37°C / 5% CO2 . Stable HeLa cell 
5 lines containing Bcl-x^ were prepared by electroporating 

1 //g of pcDNA3-Flag-Bcl-x^ (Merino et al . , 1995), 
provided by Dr . G. Nunez (Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
MI), into HeLa cells and selecting with 1.2 mg/ml 
genet icin. Expression of Bcl-x^ was verified by 
10 immunofluorescence. 



Northern blot for btf expression 

Northern blot analyses were performed using 
commercially available blots of multiple tissues or 
cancer lines (Clontech, San Francisco, CA) . Each lane 
contained 2 /xg of the indicated poly A+ RNA. The btf^ 
probe was prepared by random priming using a purified 
^al-XhoI fragment from pGAD-GH-Btf ^ . Human ^-actin cDNA 
supplied with the blots were used as a control probe to 
confirm equal mRNA loading. Hybridization was performed 
using ExpressHyb solution (Clontech, San Fransisco, CA) 
according to manufacturer's specifications. Bands were 
visualized by autoradiography and using a Phosphor Imager 
(Molecular Dynamics, Sunnyvale, CA) . 

In vitro binding assay 

Binding reactions were performed by combining ''[S]- 
methionine-labeled in vitro translated Myc-Btf^ or Myc- 
Bax (Han et al . , 1996) with V5/His-E1B 19K, Bcl-2, Flag- 
Bc1-Xl, or luciferase (Promega Corp., Madison, WI ) 
prepared using the TnT T7 reticolocyte lysate system 
(Progeraa Corp., Madison, WI) according to manufacturer's 
specifications. Samples were incubated with anti-Myc 
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monoclonal antibody (Oncogene Research Products, 
Cambridge, MA) in 500 fil of NETN buffer [20 mM Tris (pH 
8.0), 100 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, and 0.2% NP-40] for 1.5 
hrs at 4°C followed by protein A-sepharose. All samples 
were then washed three times in NETN buffer, resuspended 
in 2X Laemmli buffer, boiled for 5 minutes, and analyzed 
by SDS-PAGE. Gels were fixed in 50% methanol, 10% 
acetic acid for 1 hour, dried and then visualized by 
autoradiography . 

DNA binding- assay 

[S] -Methionine labeled in vitro translated Myc- 
Btf^ and ElB 19K were prepared from 1 /zg of pcDNA3-Myc- 
Btfg and pcDNA3-ElB 19K (Han et al . , 1996, supra) using 
the TnT T7 reticolocyte lysate system. The proteins 
were incubated with 200 jil of native DNA-cellulose 
(Pharmacia Biotech, Piscataway, NJ) in 500 ^1 of NETN 
buffer for 2 hrs at 4'=>C . The relative levels of Btfg and 
ElB 19K production were determined by 

immunoprecipitation with anti-Myc (Oncogene Research 
Products, Cambridge, MA) or anti-ElB 19K (White and 
Cipriani, 1989) in NETN buffer followed by protein A- 
sepharose and then washed in NETN. Samples were 
resolved by SDS-PAGE and examined by autoradiography as 
described above. 

Indirect immunofluorescence 

HeLa cells were electroporated with 15 /ig of 
pcDNA3-Myc-Btf s along with 15 ptg of either pCMV-ElB 19K 
(White and Cipriani, 1989, supra) or pcDNA3 -Bel -2 . 
Total amount of DNA was kept constant using empty pcDNA3 
vector. Cells grown on glass coverslips were stained 24 
hours post-transf ection as described previously (Perez 
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and White, 1998) . Briefly, the cells were fixed with 
2% paraformaldehyde in Phosphate Buffered Saline (PBS) , 
and then permeabilized with 0.5% Triton X-100 in PBS. 
The cells were double labeled with an anti-Myc mouse 
monoclonal antibody (Oncogene Research Products, 
Cambridge, MA) along with either an anti-ElB 19K rabbit 
polyclonal (White and Cipriani, 1989, supra) or an anti- 
Bel -2 hamster monoclonal antibody (PharMingen, San 
Diego, CA) . Antibody complexes were visualized with 
rhodamine- conjugated goat anti -mouse antibody along with 
the f luorescein-conjugated antibodies goat anti-rabbit 
or goat anti -hamster (Jackson ImmunoResearch 
Laboratories, Inc., West Grove, PA). 

Immunocytochemistry was also performed in HeLa-Bcl-x.^ 
cells electroporated with 15 fig of pcDNAS -Myc-Btf ^ . 
These cells were stained for the Myc epitope as 
described above. Expression of Flag -tagged Bcl-Xj, was 
confirmed by staining separate coverslips with anti-Flag 
M5 monoclonal antibody (Scientific Imaging Systems, New 
Haven, CT) and rhodamine- conjugated goat anti-mouse. 
The cells were visualized by epif luorescence with a 
Nikon FXA microscope (Nikon Inc., Garden City, NY). 

Transcription assays 

Transcriptional reporter assays were performed as 
described previously (Catron, et al . , 1995). HeLa cells 
were plated onto 6 0 mm tissue culture dishes and grown 
to 50-75% confluency. The cells were then transfected 
with 2.5 ^g of a GAL-4 lucif erase reporter construct 
(kindly provided by Dr. C. Abate -Shen, Center for 
Advanced Biotechnology and Medicine, Piscataway, NJ) 
along with 2.5 ptg of both a pml vector (Btfg, Btfs-N552 
or Btf3-C210) and a jbcI-2 family gene (pCMV-ElB 19K, 
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pcDNA3-Bcl-2, or pcDNAB -Flag-Bcl -xj . DNA concentrations 
were kept constant using appropriate empty vectors, 
either pml or pcDNAB . The cells were transfected using 
SuperFect (Qiagen, Valencia, CA) according to the 
manufacturer's specifications and harvested 24 hours 
post-transfection. Expression of mutant and wild-type 
Btfg proteins were verified by immunofluorescence using 
an antibody against the GAL -4 DNA- binding domain 
(Clontech, San Fransisco, CA) . Luciferase activity was 
determined using the Luciferase Assay System (Promega 
Corp., Madison, WI) measured in a scintillation counter, 
and then normalized for protein concentrations measured 
by a Bradford assay. Values were graphed as a percent 
of the negative control (empty pml, empty pcDNAB , and 
GAL-4 luciferase) . 



Transformation as say- 
Trans formSit ion assays of baby rat kidney (BRK) 
cells were performed as described previously {White et 

20 al . , 1992). Briefly, BRK cells prepared from 6-day-old 

Fisher rats were electroporated with carrier DNA along 
with linerized test DNA (15 /zg pCMV-ElA (White et al . , 
1991) , 15 iig pCMV-ElB 19K or pCMV-p53DD (Shaulian, et 
al., 1992), and 45 fig pcDNA3-Myc-Btf J . DNA 

25 concentrations were kept constant using appropriate 

empty vectors. The cells were cultured for 3 to 4 weeks 
at 38.5°C in D-MEM supplemented with 5% FBS , and then 
stained with Giemsa . Foci were counted from four dishes 
per condition. 

30 

Cell cycle analysis 

HeLa cells were electroporated with 2 0 /ig pIRES- 
EGFP- Btfg or empty pIRES-SGFP vector in combinations 
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with 10 pCMV-ElB 19K or empty pcDNAB vector. Cells 
were harvested 48 and 72 hours post -transfect ion and 
fixed in 2% paraformaldehyde in PBS for 30 min at 4^0 . 
The cells were washed and then stained with PBS 
containing 1 jitg/ml propidium iodide, 250 ^g/ml RNase A, 
and 0.1% Tween 20 for at least 30 min at room 
temperature. The fluorescent intensities for EGFP and 
propidium iodide were analyzed by FACS (EPICS PROFILE- 
II; Coulter, Miami, FL) . In addition, the live 
transfected cells were stained with Hoechst dye to 
visualize the DNA and photographed with a Nikon FXA 
microscope (Nikon Inc., Garden City, NY). 



The following examples are provided to illustrate 
particular embodiments of the invention. They are not 
intended to limit the invention in any way. 

EXAMPLE I 

Mdm2 expression regulates p53 -dependent apoptosis in BRK 
cells 

BRK cells were transformed by a temperature 
sensitive p53 (vall35) mutant and either adenovirus ElA 
(p53A) or c-Myc (LTR.IA). As previously reported, both 
types of cell lines expressed the temperature sensitive 
p53 (vall35) mutant in which p53 is in the wild-type 
conformation at the permissive temperature of 32°C and 
in the mutant conformation at the nonpermissive 
temperature of 37.5°C (Debbas and White 1993; Sakamuro 
et al . 1995). There are two striking differences 
between ElA + tsp53 {vall35) transformed (p53A) and myc + 
tsp53 (vall35) transformed (LTR.IA) cell lines. First, 
BRK cells expressing ElA undergo massive apoptosis at 
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the permissive temperature (Chiou et al . 1994; Debbas 
and White 1993; Sabbatini et al . 1995) whereas the Myc 
expressing cells undergo a wave of apoptosis within the 
first 24 hours at the permissive temperature but are 
predominantly resistant to apoptosis (Sakamuro et al . 
1995) . Second, ElA expressing cells maintain high 
levels of p53, whereas the p53 levels are down-regulated 
at 32 °C in Myc expressing cells (Debbas and White 1993; 
Sakamuro et al . 1995). Thus, high levels of p53 
correlate with augmentation of the apoptotic response in 
ElA expressing p53A cells. Since ElA stabilizes p53 
(Chiou et al. 1994; Lowe and Ruley 1993) and this 
activity requires that ElA binds to p300 (Chiou and 
White 1997) , this suggests a possible function for 
sequestration of p3 00 and induction of p53 levels. 
Furthermore, recent reports demonstrate the requirement 
for p300 in p53 transact ivation (Gu et al . 1997; Lill et 
al. 1997; Scolnick et al . 1997), and a role for Mdm2 in 
promoting p53 degradation (Haupt et al . 1997; Kubbutat 
et al . 1997). The possible role of p300 in the Mdm2 - 
dependent negative-feedback loop and the control of p53- 
dependent apoptosis was further investigated. 

In accordance with the present invention it was 
determined whether the levels of p53 -inducible gene 
products Mdm2, p2l'"'^' and Bax were affected by the p300- 
binding protein ElA. Western blot analysis shows that 
p53 levels were up-regulated in ElA transformed cells 
and down- regulated in Myc transformed cells at 32 °C 
(Fig. lA) as previously reported (Debbas and White 1993 ; 
Sakamuro et al . 1995) . A lower band which may represent 
a proteolytic cleavage product of p53 was also observed 
in p53A cells as apoptosis progressed at the permissive 
temperature. See Figure lA. High p53 levels correlated 
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with apoptosis in p53A cells. See Figure 3A and Figure 
4, top panel. Endogenous Mdm2 protein was initially 
present but was down- regulated at 32°C in p53A cells as 
shown by Western blot analysis (Figure 1) and 
immunofluorescence (Figure 2, upper panel) . Western 
blot analysis of Mdm2 in p53A cells at the permissive 
temperature showed a lower band around 5 0 kDa recognized 
specifically by the anti-Mdm2 monoclonal antibody (data 
not shown) . This lower band may represent a cleavage 
product of Mdm2 . However, this band dissappeared as 
cells were incubated at the permissive temperature. 
Mdm2 down -regulation was surprising since mdin2 is a p53- 
regulated gene and suggested that p3 00 may be necessary 
for Mdm2 transactivation by p53 . 

In c-Myc transformed LTR.IA cells, Mdm2 was up- 
regulated and p53 levels were low at 32 °C. See Figure 
IB and Figure 2, lower panel) . Therefore Myc, but not 
ElA expressing BRK cells demonstrate p53 -dependent 
induction of mdm2 . Furthermore, high levels of Mdm2 in 
Myc transformed BRK cells may have promoted p53 
degradation as shown in Figure lA, The LTR.IA cells 
initially undergo apoptosis but rapidly become resistant 
to p53 -mediated cell death at 32°C (Figure 3, bottom 
panel and Figure 4, bottom panel) which correlated with 
the down- regulation of p53 and up-regulation of Mdm2 . 

Mdm2 is only one of many p53 -inducible genes that 
collectively act to modulate the physiological response 
to p53 induction. Therefore, p2l"**''^ and Bax levels were 
also examined for transactivation in p53A and LTR.IA 
cells. In p53A cells, Bax and p2l"^^^ levels were induced 
at 32 °C even in the presence of ElA and inhibition of 
p300 as shown in Figure lA and Figure IB (Han et al . 
1996; Sabbatini et al . 1995) . LTR.IA cells down- 
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regulated Bax but up -regulated low levels of p2l"^^^ at 
32 °C. See Figure 1. Similar results (data not shown) 
were obtained with independent ElA + tsp53 (vall3 5) and 
c-Myc + tsp53 (vall35) transformed clones (Debbas and 
5 White 1993; Sakamuro et al . 1995). These results 

indicate that ElA and Myc differentially alter p53- 
dependent gene expression. 

In order to determine whether the absence of Mdm2 
protein in p53A cells reflected a transcriptional event, 

10 Northern blot analysis was performed using cytoplasmic 

RNA extracted from ElA transformed p53A cells incubated 
at the permissive temperature for the indicated time 
intervals. See Figure 5. Two transcripts of 3.3 and 
1.7 kb hybridized to a indm2-specif ic probe. Both 

15 transcripts, particularly the 3.3 kb, were down- 

regulated to some extent as cells were incubated at 
32 °C. These results suggest that p300 may be required 
for Mdm2 transactivation, but may be dispensable for Bax 
and p2l"^^^ regulation. 

20 

p3 00 is required for the up -regulation of Mdm2 by p53 
and inhibition of p53 -mediated apoptosis 

We next attempted to rescue p53A cells from 
apoptosis at the permissive temperature by ectopically 

25 expressing p300. Vector alone, wild-type p300 and a 

functional but truncated form of p3 00 with a deletion of 
ElA binding domain (Arany et al . 1994), were transiently 
transfected in p53A cells. p53 -dependent apoptosis was 
examined at the permissive temperature 4 8 hours post- 

30 transf ection. p53A cells transiently expressed the 

exogenous wild-type p300 and the ElA binding mutant form 
of p300, neither of which were detected in mock 
transfected cells. See Figures 6 and 7. The up- 
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regulation of Mdm2 in p300 transfected cells was not 
detected by Western blot analysis above endogenous 
levels (Fig. 6) because the transfection efficiency was 
low in transient assays. However, the up-regulation of 
Mdm2 in both wild- type and ElA-binding mutant of p3 0 0 
was easily observed in 90% of transfected cells by 
indirect immunofluorescence when individual transfected 
cells were examined as shown in Figure 7, lower panel, 
arrows. Furthermore, ectopic expression of wild-type 
and mutant p300 rescued cells from apoptosis as cell 
viability was elevated as much as 20-40% above mock 
transfected cells. See Figure 8. The mutant form of 
p3 0 0 which was unable to bind ElA, protected cells 
better than wild-type p300, presumably because it evades 
ElA sequestration. 

In addition, we determined the percentage of cells 
with apoptotic morphology that were ectopically 
expressing wild-type p300 ectopically or the ElA-binding 
mutant of p300 following transient transfection with 24 
jig of plasmid DNA. Apoptotic morphology was determined 
by counting cells that were rounded in shape and 
detaching from the dish. The percentage of cells with 
apoptotic morphology transiently expressing a control 
protein, a fragment of the lamin A protein (Rao et al . 
1996) , compared to p300 and mutant p300 transfected p53A 
cells at the permissive temperature was determined by 
indirect immunofluorescence. See Figure 9. Only 4-8% 
of the cells expressing wild-type p300 and mutant p300, 
respectively, have apoptotic morphology compared to 62% 
cells expressing the lamin fragment (Fig. 9} . These 
results reaffirm that expression of wild-type p300 or 
the ElA-binding p300 mutant is sufficient to rescue 
cells from p53 -mediated apoptosis. 
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In order to determine whether LTR.IA cells can be 
made susceptible to p53-mediated death, wild-type ElA 
(12S ElA) was tranfected into these cells. Transient 
expression of 12S ElA in LTR.IA cells, see Figure 10, 
promoted apoptosis at the permissive temperature as 
shown in Figure 11. In addition, Mdm2 levels were down- 
regulated in cells transfected with 12S ElA as detected 
by Western blot analysis (Fig. 10) . Since ElA can also 
bind to Rb, we transiently transfected LTR.IA cells with 
12S ElA mutant (12S.RG2) that is unable to bind to p300 
but retains it ability to bind to Rb, and a 12S ElA 
mutant ( 12S . YH47 . 92 8 ) that binds to p3 00 but not to Rb 
{Wang et al . 1992), and examined p53 -dependent apoptosis 
at the permissive temperature. Cells transfected with 
12S.RG2 did not down-regulate Mdm2 (Fig. 10) and were 
resistant to p53 -dependent apoptosis (Fig. 11) . In 
contrast, cells transfected with 12S.YH47.928 down- 
regulated Mdm2 (Fig. 10) and were susceptible to p53- 
dependent apoptosis at the permissive temperature (Fig. 
11) . These results suggest that the ability of ElA to 
bind to p3 0 0 and inhibit Mdm2 induction correlates with 
ElA-mediated, p53 -dependent apoptosis. 

Overexpression of Mdm2 inhibits p53 -mediated apoptosis 

To determine whether Mdm2 expression can bypass the 
requirement for p3 0 0 cotransactivation and rescue p53A 
cells from p53-mediated death, p53A cells were 
transiently transfected with expression plasmids 
encoding wild- type Mdm2 and a truncated form of Mdm2 
lacking the N-terminal p53-binding domain (Haupt et al . 
1997) . Transient overexpression of wild-type and mutant 
Mdm2 were detected by Western blot analysis in p53A 
cells (Fig. 12) . Transient transfection of cells with 5 
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or 10 fj.g wild- type Mdm2 rescued cells from p53 -dependent 
apoptosis at the permissive temperature (Fig. 13). The 
truncated form of Mdm2 rescued cells from apoptosis less 
efficiently than the wild-type protein {Fig. 13), 
presumably because it was not able to bind to p53 and 
promote its degradation. Furthermore, we examined the 
cell morphology of p53A cells expressing a wild-type and 
mutant Mdm2 plasmid DNA as compared to the morphology of 
cells expressing a control lamin fragment incubated at 
the permissive temperature using indirect 
immunofluorescence (Fig. 14) . The percentage of 
apoptotic cells expressing wild- type and mutant Mdm2 was 
only 10% and 3 0%, respectively, as compared to 56% 
apoptosis in cells expressing the control lamin fragment 
(Fig. 14) . The Mdm2 mutant, however, possessed greater 
apoptotic suppressing activity than the control lamin 
fragment which may indicate that Mdm2 can suppress 
apoptosis by a mechanism independent of p53 binding. 
These results demonstrate that overexpression of Mdm2 
can rescue ElA-expressing cells from p53 -mediated 
apoptosis by either promoting p53 degradation or by 
inhibiting its activity by direct interaction. 

ElB 19K or Bcl-2 can bypass ElA inhibition of p300 and 
restoz-e mdm2 transactivation . 

Another mechanism for suppressing p53 -dependent 
apoptosis is through expression of Bcl-2 or ElB 19K, 
which function in part by binding to Bax and 
inactivating its pro-apoptot ic function. To test if Bcl- 
2 or ElB 19K could also function to suppress apoptosis 
by influencing p53 target gene expression, we examined 
p53-inducible gene products, Mdm2 , p2l'"'^' and Bax, in 
p53A cells stably expressing adenovirus ElB 19K (19K1) 
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or its human homolog Bcl-2 (4B) . 

As reported previously, the expression of 19K or 
Bcl-2 abrogates p53 dependent apoptosis at 32 °C (Chiou 
ez al . , 1994a; Sabbatini et al . , 1995a; Han et al . , 
5 1996) . Western blot analysis indicated that p2l"''" and 

Bax levels increased at 32 °C regardless of whether or 
not 19K or Bcl-2 were expressed and the levels of p53 
remained high. See Figures 15A , 15B and 15C. However, 
the presence of 19K or Bcl-2 dramatically up-regulated 

10 Mdm2 levels, whereas the control ElA + tsp53 (vall3 5- 

transformed p53A cells transfected with vector alone, 
(p53Anl) down regulated Mdm2 as expected (Fig. 15) . This 
suggested that ElB 19K or Bcl-2 could restore p53- 
dependent mdm2 expression in p53A cells. 

15 To determine whether the expression of ElB 19K or 

Bcl-2 was sufficient for up-regulation of Mdm2 levels, 
we transiently transfected 19K or Bcl-2 in p53Anl cells 
and examined Mdm2 levels at 32 °C. Western blot analysis 
(Fig. 16), and indirect immunofluorescence indicated 

20 that ]yidm2 leves were up-regulated when either 19K or 

Bcl-2 was expressed transiently. 

To determine whether expression of ElB 19K 
upregulates Mdm2 at the transcriptional level, we 
performed Northern blot analysis using cytoplasmic RNA 

25 from cells expressing ElB 19K (19K1) incubated at 32°C 

for the indicated time intervals (Fig. 17) As shown in 
Figure 17, mdm2 mRNA expression was up-regulated after 
48 hour incubation at the permissive temperature. This 
suggested that ElB 19K and Bcl-2 may restore mdm2 

30 transactivation by p53, which would otherwise be 

inhibited by ElA binding to p300. In addition, previous 
studies have shown that Bax, and p21^^^^ mRNA and protein 
were also up-regulated in 19K1 cells incubated at the 
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permissive temperature. Therefore, the presence of 19K 
did not affect the expression of Bax or p2l"''^\ however, 
ElB 19K can directly bind to Bax and inhibit its 
function. ElB 19K and Bel -2 have been shown to relieve 
transcriptional repression by ElA and p53, which may be 
responsible for inhibition of apoptosis and Mdm2 may be 
a physiological target of this activity. 

Discussion 

ElA + tsp53 (vall35) transformed p53A cells 
were unable to transactivate mdm2 as a result of ElA 
inhibition of p3 00, indicating that p53 requires p300 to 
transactivate indm2 . See Figure 18. Furthermore, low 
Mdm2 levels in p53A cells relieve the negative -feedback 
regulation of p53 resulting in high p53 accumulation 
leading to apoptosis. In contrast, c-Myc + 
tsp53 (vall35) transformed LTR.IA cells transactivate 
Mdm2 in the absence of ElA inhibition of p300 (Fig. 18) . 
Up-regulation of mdm2 inhibits p53 function and promotes 
p53 degradation (Haupt et al . 1997; Kubbutat et al . 
1997), which in turn inhibits p53 -mediated cell death 
resulting in growth arrest in LTR.IA cells. Cellular 
levels of p53 control the response of the cells such 
that lower levels of p53 induce growth arrest and higher 
levels induce apoptosis {Chen et al . 1996). Therefore, 
it may be concluded that p300 regulation of Mdm2 levels 
determines whether the physiological response to p53 is 
growth arrest or apoptosis. 

Interestingly, p300 cotransact ivation is not 
required for the other p53- inducible genes Bax and 
p21*^^". It has previously been reported that ElA 
inhibits p53 -mediated transactivation using promoter 
reporter assays (Steegenga et al . 1996) . Our studies. 
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however, demonstrate that ElA specifically inhibits 
endogenous mdm2 transactivat ion and not other p53- 
inducible genes such as hax and p21'*'^^ p3 0 0/CBP 
functions by interacting not only with p53, but also 
with other factors such as the TAFs (Thut et al . 1995), 
TBP (Abraham et al . 1993), CREB (Chrivia et al . 1993; 
Kwok et al. 1994), c-Jun/v-Jun (Bannister and Kouzarides 

1995) , c-Myb/v-Myb (Dai et al . 1996), c-Fos (Bannister 
and Kouzarides 1995) and others. p53 -binding alone may 
not regulate the specificity of p3 00 cotransactivation, 
however, as numerous other cellular interactions may 
determine the specificity transactivat ion, which may 
explain differential regulation of p53 - inducible genes 
by p300 . 

p300/CBP transcriptional coactivators have been 
shown to have histone acetyltransf erase activity which 
can modify chromatin structure and enhance gene 
expression (Bannister and Kouzarides 1996; Ogryzko et 
al . 1996). Recently, p300 has been shown to acetylate 
p53 itself (Gu and Roeder 1997) . The acetylation of p53 
increases the binding activity of p53 to specific 
consensus sequences. In vivo, this activity may be 
required for facilitating p53 tetramer interactions with 
the DNA template, thereby promoting mdm2 
transactivat ion. 

Mutations that inactivate p300 have been described 
in colorectal and gastric carcinomas (Muraoka et al . 

1996) , which suggests that p300 functions as a negative 
regulator of cell growth. Missense mutations of p300 
coupled with the deletion of the second allele of the 
gene were observed in these carcinomas . These 
observations suggest that inactivation of p300 may play 
a role in the development of cancer. ElA inhibition of 
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p3 0 0 transactivation may be one mechanism whereby this 
viral protein promotes cellular transformation. 
Moreover, p300 inactivation may render cells susceptible 
to agents that induce p53 -mediated cell death such as UV 
5 and ionizing radiation. It is intriguing to speculate 

that acetyltransf erase inhibitors specific for p300 may 
be used in cells that do not respond to chemotherapy 
regardless of having wild-type p53 . 



10 EXAMPLE II 

As discussed previously, apoptosis is a genetically 
controlled process of cell suicide that plays a critical 
role in maintaining homeostasis and preventing disease. 
Disruption of apoptosis leads to impaired development, 

15 cancer, neurodegenerative and autoimmune diseases, and 

sustained viral infection. The regulation of apoptosis 
is a precarious balance between factors that promote 
survival and those responsible for initiating and 
executing cell death. One major advance toward the 

2 0 understanding of apoptosis regulation has been the 

characterization of the Bcl-2 family (White, E., 1996). 
This family consists of highly conserved proteins with 
opposing biological function. Anti -apoptotic Bcl-2 
family members, such as Bcl-2 and Bcl-Xj^, inhibit 

25 apoptosis triggered by many circumstances, including 

TNF-a, Fas, UV radiation, chemotherapeut ic drugs, and 
growth factor/hormone withdrawal. In contrast, pro- 
apoptotic Bcl-2 family members, such as Bax, Bak, and 
Nbk/Bik, induce cell death in numerous model systems. 

30 The adenovirus ElB 19K protein cooperates with ElA in 

transformation assays and is a viral homologue of 
mammalian Bcl-2. Expression of ElB 19K, or Bcl-2, 
inhibits ElA- induced, p53 -mediated apoptosis (Chiou et 
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al, 1994; Han et al . , 1996). Like Bcl-2, ElB 19K 
interacts with and antagonizes several pro-apoptotic 
family members, including Bax (Han et al . , 1996), 
Nbk/Bik (Boyd, et al . , 1995), and Bak. However, it is 
still unclear how these proteins affect cell survival or 
death and whether binding to proteins unrelated to the 
Bcl-2 family contribute to apoptosis or other cellular 
processes . 

While there has been some debate concerning the 
biochemical function of ElB 19K and other Bcl-2 family 
members in the regulation of apoptosis, recent studies 
have revealed several possible mechanisms. Clearly, 
interactions between Bcl-2 family members play an 
integral part in the regulation of apoptosis and 
transformation- A common feature of the Bcl-2 family is 
the occurrence of protein-protein interactions between 
the anti- and pro-apoptotic proteins, the ratio of which 
controls the fate of the cell (Boise et al . , 1993 ; 
Oltavai et al . , 1993). Structural and biochemical 
studies of Bcl-2 family members point to a possibility 
that these proteins form ion channels (Antonsson et al . , 
1997) . In addition, Bcl-2 family members bind to 
several unrelated proteins including R-ras, Nip-1,-2,-3, 
Ced-4-like proteins, Bag-1, Lamin A/C, and p28Bap31. 
Although the functional significance of some of these 
interactions are not yet known, these findings suggest 
that Bcl-2 regulates multiple signaling pathways that 
influence apoptosis . 

There is growing evidence from several independent 
studies that Bel -2 -related proteins can trigger changes 
in gene expression which may or may not be related to 
their role in apoptosis regulation (Linette et al . , 
1996; Miyashita et al . , 1997). Initial studies of ElB 



47 



wo 99/57535 PCTAJS99/09793 

19K mutant viruses raised the possibility that 19K 
functions to dampen transcriptional activation by ElA. 
Subsequently, it has been shown that ElB 19K and Bel -2 
alleviate the trans- repressive activity of ElA and p53 . 
This derepression of transcription has been correlated 
with an up-regulation of one transcriptional target of 
p53, Mdm-2 as described in Example I. Since Mdm-2 
inhibits p53 transcriptional activity and apoptosis, 
this model provides an alternative mechanism by which 
ElB 19K and Bcl-2 can regulate apoptosis. Furthermore, 
Bel -2 family members may actually control several 
additional transcription factors including NF-kB, NPAT 
(nuclear factor of activated T cells) , c-Jun, and the 
glucocorticoid receptor, thus indicating that Bcl-2 and 
its related proteins can have multiple effects on gene 
expression that may contribute to apoptosis. 

Compared to apoptosis regulation, relatively little 
is known concerning the gene regulatory function of the 
Bcl-2 family. In accordance with the present invention, 
a novel transcriptional repressor, Btf, which 
contributes to the modulation of transcription by Bcl-2 
related proteins is provided. Btf was identified in a 
yeast -two hybrid screen against ElB 19K and subsequently 
shown to also interact with Bcl-2 and Bcl-Xj,. These Bcl- 
2 family members inhibit the translocation of Btf to the 
nucleus and abrogate its transcriptional activity. The 
data presented herein reveal that sustained over- 
expression of Btf induces apoptosis and suppresses 
transformation by ElA and ElB 19K or mutant p53 . Thus, 
the interaction Btf provides yet another novel pathway 
by which the Bcl-2 family can regulate transcription and 
control apoptosis. 
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Yeast Two Hybrid Assay 

In order to identify novel cellular proteins that 
interact with ElB 19K, we screened a HeLa cDNA library 
using the yeast two-hybrid assay. The library was 
constructed in the pGAD-GH plasmid in which the cDNA 
sequences were fused to the GAL-4 activation domain, and 
the bait gene, ElB 19K, was fused to the GAL-4 DNA- 
binding domain in the pGBT9 vector (Han et al . , 1996) . 
The plasmids were transformed into the YGHl yeast strain 
and screened for GAL-4 inducible phenotypes, namely 
growth in the absence of histidine and production of (3- 
galactosidase . Three million transf ormants were 
screened yielding seven clones (BP-1 to BP-7) that 
specifically interacted with 19K and not with the pGBT9 
vector alone or with an irrelevant protein, Apc-2. BP- 
2, -3, and -4 were previously reported as Lamin A/C, 
Bax, and Nbk/Bik, respectively. Here, we describe one 
of the novel ElB 19K associated proteins, BP-1. A 1.5 
kB cDNA containing bp-1 was isolated seven times during 
the two-hybrid screen. Since Bcl-2 family members are 
highly homologous and frequently interact with the same 
cellular proteins, we tested BP-1 for interaction with 
Bcl-2-related apoptosis regulators. In addition to 
binding ElB 19K, BP-1 interacted with other related 
proteins, Bcl-2 and Bcl-x^, but not to the pro-apoptotic 
family member, Bax (Fig. 19A) . 

The interaction between anti- and pro-apoptotic 
Bcl-2 family members generally occurs via their 
conserved domains, designated Bcl-2 homologous regions 
1, 2, 3, and 4 (BHl, BH2 , BH3 , and BH4). BHl-3 are in 
close proximity forming a hydrophobic cleft that is 
required for dimerization . To determine the regions of 
ElB 19K that are required for interaction with BP-1, we 
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tested its ability to bind a series of ElB 19K missense 
and deletion mutants (See Figures 19 A,B & C) . These 
mutants have been characterized previously for binding 
to Other ElB 19K binding proteins, including Bax, 
Nbk/Bik, Lamin A/C, and Ced-4. Thus, these experiments 
allow us to compare the binding requirements within the 
ElB 19K protein against other 19K-associated. proteins. 

The ElB 19K protein may be divided into three 
regions: a moderately conserved N- terminus which 
includes BH3 , a highly conserved central region 
containing BHl, and a poorly conserved C- terminus. It 
is important to note that most of the deletion mutants 
tested AN30, AN64 , AN87, AC93 , AC70, 30-146, 30-93, and 
64-136) failed to interact with BP-1 or with Bax, 
Nbk/Bik, and Lamin A/C, and that this may be due to 
abnormal protein folding or masking of the binding 
site{s) (Fig. 19B) . Like Bax, Nbk/Bik, and Lamin A/C, 
binding of BP-1 was retained in C146 which contains both 
BHl and BH3 . The small ElB 19K fragment 19-57 
containing only BH3 was also able to bind BP-1 (Fig. 
19B) . This fragment is also sufficient for binding to 
Bax as well as Ced-4. Surprisingly, we found that 
another small region of ElB 19K, 036, also retained 
binding to BP-1 (Fig. 19B) . This region did not bind to 
other ElB 19K-associated proteins, Bax, Nbk/Bik, Lamin 
A/C, or Ced-4. The binding of BP-1 with the ElB 19K 
mutants C36 and 19-57, suggests that the region of 19K 
immediately adjacent to BH3 (19-3 6) may be sufficient 
for the interaction. This would represent a unique 
domain that contributes to protein-protein interactions 
and may correspond to the ElB 19K BH4 , although homology 
is weak. 

We further addressed the binding specifications for 
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BP-1 using several point mutants {pm7, pm51, pm87, and 
pml02) that have previously been analyzed for 
interaction with ElB 19K-associated proteins as well as 
for their ability to inhibit apoptosis . While pm7 and 
pTnl02 retained ability to bind to BP-1, substitution of 
either phenylalanine for serine at position 51 (pm51) or 
glycine for alanine at position 87 (pm87) resulted in a 
loss of binding (Fig 19A) . The lack of binding with 
pm51 is consistent with a role of BH3 in the interaction 
between ElB 19K and BP-1. Although the loss of binding 
with pm87 might suggest a role in BHl , it should be 
noted that the glycine residue at position 87 is 
absolutely conserved within the Bcl-2 family and is 
located in an integral region adjacent to the 
hydrophobic cleft which serves as the BH3 binding 
pocket. Therefore, the pm87 mutant may interfere with 
the BH3 region and/or result in a highly misfolded 
protein. Indeed, pm87 is generally defective in binding 
and at inhibiting apoptosis. Thus, taken together, the 
mutational analyses indicate that the BH3 and the 
adjacent N- terminal sequences (possibly BH4) may play a 
more critical role in the interaction with BP-1. This 
binding profile overlaps but is distinct from that for 
Bax and Nbk/Bik and corresponds to a region of ElB 19K 
that is required for inhibition of apoptosis. 

Characterization of BP-1 

To determine the size and distribution of bp-1, we 
performed a Northern blot using poly A* RNA prepared from 
various tissues. Two transcripts were detected at 5 kB 
and 3 kB which appeared to be ubiquitously expressed, 
although only low levels were detected in the liver 
(Fig. 20A) . The larger transcript appeared to be 
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expressed more abundantly than the shorter form. Since 
the largest fragment of bp-1 obtained in the two-hybrid 
screen was only 1.5 kB, we sought to recover full-length 
cDNAs corresponding to bp-1. Using conventional library 
screening techniques along with database searches we 
were able to identify both full length transcripts which 
were named btf (Bel -2 -associated transcription factor) . 
The 3 kB transcript, btf^, was isolated by screening a 
HeLa X-cDNA library. The 3' -end of btf^ was identical to 
bp-1 except that it was missing 147 base pairs (bp) 
within the predicted coding sequence. While the 5 kB 
transcript, btf^, could not be recovered from the X 
screen, it was identified as a full-length expressed 
sequence tag (EST) within GenBank (accession # D79986) 
that was isolated from the human KG-1 cell line. Unlike 
Jbtfg, btf-^ did contain the 147 bp region present in bp-1. 
Based on sequence comparisons from GenBank with btf^, we 
found that the remainder of the coding sequences between 
Jbtfs and btf^ were the same, and the large size 
difference between the transcripts results from 
different 3 ' -untranslated regions (UTRs) . 

The EST encoding Btf^^ was utilized to identify the 
sub- chromosomal location of btf. However, it remains to 
be determined whether btf^ and btf^ are formed from 
separate genes or whether they are generated by 
alternative splicing of the same gene. Using the 
UniGene collection assessed through National Center for 
Biotechnology Information (NCBI) , we found a 13 7 bp PGR 
fragment within the 3 = -UTR of the EST (dbSTS entry 
G20483) that mapped to chromosome 6 between markers 
D6S292 and D6S1699. These markers correspond to 6q22- 
23, a locus with a high frequency of deletions in 
tumors, particularly lymphomas and leukemias (Mitelman, 
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1995) . Thus, the locus of htf correlates with a 
chromosomal region that may contain a tumor suppressor 
gene . 

To test whether btf is actually deleted in tumors, 
we performed a Northern blot using mRNA prepared from 
several human cancer cell lines. While both transcripts 
of htf were observed in most cell lines tested, they 
appeared to be less abundant than normal cells and btf 
was not detected in Ra j i cells which were derived from 
Burkitt's lymphoma (Fig. 2 OB) . Indeed, Ra j i cells were 
the one cell line tested with known 6q deletions. The 
Northern blot data was therefore consistent with the 
chromosomal mapping of the gene. Thus, loss of btf may 
actually contribute to tumor formation in these cells. 

The primary amino acid sequence encoded by the long 
and short forms of btf are compared in Fig. 21. Btfj, is 
918 amino acids and has a predicted molecular mass of 
106 kDa, whereas Btfg is missing 49 amino acids near the 
carboxyl terminus (amino acids 797-846 of Btf^) and has a 
predicted size of 101 kDa. See Figures 21 and 22. The 
original bp-1 clone encodes for amino acids 3 84-918 of 
Btf^ (Btf ZVN384) which is slightly more than half of the 
full-length protein (Fig. 22) . In general, the 49 amino 
acid region specific to Btf^ and AN3 84 contains highly 
charged residues (48%) , but the significance of this 
region is not known. Both Btf^ and Btf^ were able to 
bind ElB 19K in the yeast two-hybrid assay (data not 
shown) . While the overall protein sequence of Btf is 
not significantly homologous to other known proteins, 
searches for conserved motifs using the PROSITE database 
revealed two nuclear localization sequences (NLS) (Fig. 
21) as well as putative DNA- binding domains (Fig. 22) . 
There was 88% homology to the basic zipper (bZIP) DNA- 
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binding domain between amino acids 110 and 126, and 80% 
homology to the Myb DNA-binding domain within amino 
acids 522 and 531 of Btf (Fig. 22) . 

5 Btf^ is a nuclear DNA-binding protein that is sequestered 

by the Bel -2 family 

Since jbtfs, but not btf^, was isolated from the HeLa 
library, we concentrated our functional assays using the 
shorter variant. Btf 3 was cloned into the pcDNAB vector 

10 with a Myc epitope for in vitro translation and 

mammalian expression. The protein sequence of Btfg 
suggested that it may bind to DNA. To test this 
hypothesis ^MS] -labeled in vitro translated Myc-Btf^ was 
incubated with native DNA-cellulose . DNA-binding was 

15 detected with Btf^ but not with ElB 19K used as a 

negative control (Fig. 23) . The strength of the 
interaction was comparable to a known transcription 
factor, Msx-1, and was not competed by RNA (data not 
shown) . Jn vitro translated ElB 19K and Bcl-2 (data not 

20 shown) did not inhibit the ability of Btf^ to bind to DNA 

suggesting that the binding sites for DNA and ElB 
19K/Bcl-2 are in distinct domains within Btf^. Indeed, 
comparison of the putative DNA-binding domains and the 
BP-1 (Btf AN3 84) protein which is sufficient for binding 

25 to the Bcl-2 family members is consistent with there 

being two separate domains . 

To confirm the association between Btf 3 and Bcl-2 
family members we performed an in vitro binding assay. 
"[S] -labeled in vitro translated Myc-Btf^ or Myc-Bax, 

30 used as a positive control, was combined with ElB 19K, 

Bcl-2, and Bcl-Xi^. Immunoprecipitation with an antibody 
against Myc revealed that Btfg bound to all three of the 
anti-apoptotic Bcl-2 family members, but not to 
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lucif erase used a negative control (Fig. 24) . However, 
the strength of these associations were weaker than 
those with Bax (Fig. 24) . These results support the 
data obtained from the yeast two-hybrid assay. 

To examine the biological of Btf^ in vivo, we 
attempted to express the tagged protein in HeLa cells. 
While were unable to obtain stable expression of Btf^ 
even using an inducible promoter, transient transfection 
did produce low levels of Btf^. Although the levels of 
Btf^ were not high enough to detect by Western blot 
analysis of whole cell extracts (data not shown) which 
would allow us to examine whether Btf^ could co- 
immunoprecipitate with Bel -2 family members, we were 
able to visualize Btf^ by immunofluorescence- Its 
expression was confined to the nucleus and was present 
in roughly 4% of the cells (Fig 25) . This was 
consistent with the DNA-binding activity, but not with 
the established localization of Bcl-2-like proteins 
which are generally found associated with membrane 
structures, particularly the mitochondria, endoplasmic 
reticulum, and nuclear envelope. Unlike other Bcl-2 
family members, ElB 19K is not normally present in the 
mitochondria, but rather predominantly localized to the 
nuclear envelope. However, since the Bcl-2 family can 
act by sequestering proteins we checked whether ElB 19K, 
Bcl-2, and Bc1-Xl could alter the subcellular 
localization of Btf^. First, ElB 19K and Bcl-2 were co- 
transfected with Myc-Btf^. The cells were fixed 24 
hours post -transfection and then double stained for the 
Myc epitope present on Btfg (rhodamine) and either ElB 
19K or Bcl-2 (fluorescein) . While the percent of Btf^- 
positive cells was similar to that when it was 
transfected by itself, the subcellular localization was 
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altered. Btf^ co-localized with ElB 19K and Bcl-2 within 
the cytoplasm and nuclear periphery in almost all co- 
expressing cells (Fig. 25) . Subsequent experiments were 
performed to determine if Bc1-Xl could also sequester 
Btfs since these proteins also bound in the yeast two- 
hybrid assay and in vitro. We could not co- stain for 
Btf3 and Bc1-Xl with available antibodies, so we 
developed a stable HeLa cell line expressing Bcl-x^ and 
stained for Btf^ using the antibody against the Myc 
epitope. While control HeLa cells contained 100% 
nuclear Btf^ expression, only 7% of the Bt f g-posit ive 
cells in the HeLa-Bcl-XL cell line displayed nuclear Btf^ 
staining and almost all of the Btf^ staining was in the 
cytoplasm in a pattern similar to Bcl-x^ (Fig. 26) . The 
few cells expressing nuclear Btf^ may be accounted for by 
the variable levels of Bcl-x^ observed in this cell line 
and/or an incomplete ability of Bcl-x^, to sequester Btfg. 
Nevertheless, it is in clear contrast to the parental 
HeLa cells where the expression of Btf^ was completely 
nuclear. These results suggest that ElB 19K, Bcl-2, and 
Bc1-Xl can alter the localization, and therefore 
apparently, the function, of Btfg. 

Btfg represses transcription which is inhibited by the 
Bcl-2 family 

Since Btf^ was shown to bind DNA, we checked whether 
it could modulate transcription. We first performed a 
one-hybrid assay in yeast by generating a fusion protein 
of Btfg with the GAL- 4 DNA-binding domain in the pGBT9 
vector. If Btfg contained a trans -activation domain one 
would expect that the adjacent activation and DNA- 
binding domains would lead to GAL-4- inducible phenotypes 
in yeast . Growth was not detected in the absence of 
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histidine suggesting that Btf^ does not contain a 
transcriptional activation domain (data not shown) . 
However, it remains possible that Btf^ requires mammalian 
co-factors in order to activate transcription or that 
Btfg represses, rather than activates, transcription. 

To address these issues, Btfg was cloned into a 
mammalian expression vector (pml) containing the GAL-4 
DNA binding domain. Transcriptional activity was 
monitored using a reporter construct containing GAL-4 
promoter sites. Transient expression of pml-Btf^ with 
the luciferase reporter led to nearly a 10-fold decrease 
in transcription compared to an empty pml vector control 
(Fig. 27) . This effect is comparable to the trans- 
repressive activity of other proteins, such as p53 and 
Msx-1. Two deletion mutants of Btf^, AN522 (amino acids 
522-918 without residues 797-846 and AC210 (amino acids 
1-210) were also cloned into pml to determine the 
general regions that may contribute to transcriptional 
repression (Fig. 22) . Both deletion mutants of Btf^ were 
detectably expressed in HeLa cells to levels comparable 
with wild-type Btf^ {data not shown) . While Btf^ AN552 
was not able to repress transcription, the AC210 mutant 
was sufficient for repression and nearly as potent as 
full-length Btf^ (Fig. 27) . Interestingly, this fragment 
which contains the bZIP homology segment is also rich in 
serine and glycine residues, a feature that is present 
in other transcriptional repressors. 

Since the Bcl-2-like proteins were capable of 
sequestering Btf^ in the cytoplasm, we hypothesized that 
they may also block the ability of Btf^ to repress 
transcription. To test this possibility we co- 
transfected ElB 19K, Bel -2, and Bcl-x^ with pml-Btfg and 
the luciferase reporter construct . In the control 
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samples, none of the Bel -2 family of proteins had a 
significant effect on transcription of the luciferase 
reporter (Fig. 27) . However, transfection of any of the 
three Bcl-2 family members (ElB 19K, Bcl-2, and Bcl-x^) , 
but not the empty pcDNA3 vector, abrogated Btf^ -mediated 
transcriptional repression. These data suggest that ElB 
19K, Bcl-2, and Bcl-x^ inhibit Btf^ trans-repression, 
probably by binding to and sequestering Btfg in the 
cytoplasm. 

Sustained expression of Btf^ inhibits transformation 

Transfection of the adenovirus ElA gene along with 
ElB 19K or hcl-2 in primary BRK cells induces 
transformation as a consequence of dual proliferative 
and anti-apoptotic signaling. Expression of ElB 
19K/Bcl-2 binding proteins, such as Bax and Nbk/Bik, 
antagonizes the anti-apoptotic signal and causes a 
reduction in foci formation. To determine if Btf^ could 
also antagonize the ability of ElB 19K to transform 
primary cells, we transfected ElA and ElB 19K, with and 
without Myc-Btfg, into primary BRK cells. Btf^ caused a 
64% reduction in foci formation mediated by ElA and ElB 
19K (Fig. 28A) . This suggests that interaction between 
Btfs and ElB 19K inhibits 19K function in vivo and/or 
Btfg is capable of suppressing transformation independent 
of 19K. The reduction in foci formation by Btfg and ElA 
compared to ElA alone suggested the later is possible 
(Fig. 28A) . However, we tested whether Btfg could 
inhibit another transforming signal, ElA with p53DD. 
p53DD is a p53 deletion mutant that contains the C- 
terminal oligomerization domain and functions in a 
dominant -negative fashion to inhibit p53 -mediated 
apoptosis and growth arrest. Since p53DD blocks both of 
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these processes, it produces a very potent transforming 
signal . Here we show that expression of Btf ^ was capable 
of repressing foci formation by ElA and p53DD by about 
60%, suggesting that btf^ may act as a general suppressor 
of transformation (Fig. 2 8B) . 

Btfg functions to induce apoptosis 

To further characterize the transformation 
suppressing activity of Btf^ we tested the effect of its 
expression on apoptosis and cell cycle progression. 
Attempts to generate stable BRK or HeLa cell lines 
expressing Btfg failed, indicating that sustained Btf^ 
expression is incompatible with either cell 
proliferation or viability. To monitor Btf^ expression in 
transient assays, the cDNA was cloned into the pIRES- 
EGFP vector which provides co-expression of Btf^ and the 
enhanced green fluorescent protein (EGFP) marker. HeLa 
cells were transiently transfected and the cells were 
harvested 48 and 72 hours post-transf ection. The cell 
cycle kinetics were analyzed following propidium iodide 
staining by FACS analysis. Since EGFP staining with Btf^ 
was not detectable until 48 hours post - transf ection , we 
were unable to characterize the cell cycle 
characteristics at the earlier time points. The levels 
of EGFP expression and the cell cycle kinetics at 4 8 and 
72 hours are shown in Table l. At 4 8 hours post- 
transf ection there were only 19.5% EGFP-positive cells 
in the presence of Btfg, whereas there were 61.2% 
positive cells in the control pIRES-EGFP empty vector. 
The FACS analysis demonstrated that Btf^ led to an 
increase in percent of subG^^^ cells from 3.4% to 15.8% 
indicating an increase in cell death. No other obvious 
changes in cell cycle parameters were observed at this 
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time point . 

To test whether ElB 19K could inhibit this cell 
death, we co- transf ected pIRES -EGFP-Bt f ^ with pCMV-ElB 
19K. ElB 19K inhibited Bt f ^-mediated cell death at 48 
5 hours as indicated by an increase in the number of EGFP 

expressing cells from 19.5% to 34.3% and fewer subG^^^ 
cells (15.8% to 10.1%) (Table 1). Thus, ElB 19K 
expression abrogated cell death induced by Btf^. At 72 
post-transfection the amount of cell death triggered by 
10 Btfg increased and could no longer be inhibited by ElB 
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19K. In the presence of Btfg there were only 13.2% EGFP 
positive-cells, 29.1% of which were represented in the 
subGo/, peak (Fig. 2 9) . The 72 hour time point also 
revealed a decrease in the Gj/M peak with Btf3(16.7%) 
compared to the control vector (40.6%). The change in 
Gj/M by Btfg may be an indication that cells are exiting 
from these phases of the cell cycle to go into 
apoptosis . 

Interestingly, we also observed a decrease in the 
Gj/M peak with ElB 19K in the absence of Btf^. At 72 
hours post-transfection there was a change in the number 
of cells in Gj/M from 40.6% with the control vector to 
14.8% in ElB 19K transfected cells. Changes in cell 
cycle progression by the anti -apoptotic Bel -2 family 
members have been observed previously, such that 
generally they produce a decrease in cell cycle 
progression. While others have shown that Bel -2 causes 
an increase in Go/,, here we show that ElB 19K causes an 
decrease in Gj/M. Thus, these results may reflect a 
difference in the mechanism between the cell cycle 
regulation by ElB 19K and other related proteins. 

Cell death has been classified as either necrosis 
or apoptosis, where necrosis is considered a passive 
process of cell death associated with trauma, and 
apoptosis is a genetically programmed active response 
leading to cell suicide. Unlike necrosis, apoptosis 
involves morphological changes such as chromatin 
condensation, DNA fragmentation, and cytoplasmic 
blebbing. To test whether the increase in subGo/i cells 
by Btfg was due to apoptosis, we examined the nuclei of 
EGFP-positive cells with Hoechst dye 72 hours post- 
transfection. Chromatin condensation observed by this 
approach would be one indication of apoptosis. HeLa 
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cells transfected with the empty pIRES-EGFP vector 
showed EGFP stained cells with normal nuclei. However, 
in cells transfected with pIRES-EGFP-Btf 3, the EGFP- 
positive cells had condensed chromatin staining, 
indicating that they were dying by apoptosis {Fig. 3 0 
Taken together, these results suggest that Btf^ can 
function to promote apoptosis which may account for its 
ability to suppress transformation. ElB 19K can inhibit 
Btfj- induced apoptosis, albeit incompletely in some 
assays. None the less, this suggests that the Bcl-2 
family affects apoptosis through modulation of 
transcription. 



DISCUSSION 

The Bel -2 family regulates apoptosis through 
multiple mechanisms. For example, these proteins can 
function at the mitochondria by possibly forming 
channels that regulate mitochondrial membrane potential 
and cytochrome C release. Alternatively, the Bcl-2 
family may directly regulate caspase activation through 
interactions with Ced-4-like proteins. We describe a 
novel ElB 19K- interact ing protein, Btf, isolated through 
a two-hybrid screen that regulates an alternative 
pathway to control apoptosis. Two transcripts 
corresponding to btf were identified, Jbtf^ and htf^. 
Both appeared to be widely expressed, but were deleted 
in some tumors. Here, we described the function and 
biological significance of the protein product generated 
from the shorter form, Btf^, which differs from Btf^ in 
just a 49 amino acids in the C- terminal region. 

Double staining experiments were able to show the 
co-localization of Btfg with ElB 19K, Bcl-2 and Bcl-Xj^, 
thereby supporting the interactions observed in the 
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yeast two-hybrid assay as well as by in vitro co- 
immunoprecipitation. While transiently expressed Btf^ 
was nuclear and could be sequestered into the cytoplasm 
by the ant i-apopt otic Bcl-2 family members, the 
localization of endogenous Btfg remains to be determined. 
It is entirely possible that in normal, non-apoptotic 
cells Btfg is predominantly expressed in the cytoplasm. 
In contrast, in dying cells, where there is a higher 
percentage of pro-apoptot ic versus anti -apoptotic Bcl-2 
family members, Btf^ may translocate to the nucleus and 
potentiate apoptosis. 

Btfs was able to bind DMA in vitro, and in reporter 
assays Btfg repressed transcription. The trans- 
repressive activity was inhibited by ElB 19K, Bcl-2 and 
Bcl-Xi^ correlating with their cytoplasmic sequestration 
potentials. While it remains possible that part of this 
phenomenon is a result of Btf 3- induced apoptosis, the 
amount of cell death observed at 24 hours would not 
account for the 10 -fold reduction in transcriptional 
activity. The evidence that Btf^ is a transcription 
repressor was further supported by the identification of 
the AC210 deletion mutant that was sufficient for 
repressing transcription. The N- terminal fragment of 
Btfs is rich in glycine and serine, a feature that is 
common to transcriptional repressors. Taken together, 
these data provide evidence for a novel trans- repressive 
protein that triggers apoptosis which is sequestered and 
inhibited by Bcl-2 family members. 

One of the features of the Bcl-2 family exemplified 
by the Btf^ interaction is their ability to sequester 
other cellular proteins from their normal subcellular 
localization. This process enables ElB 19K and Bcl-2 to 
inhibit apoptosis using more than one cellular pathway. 
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The best characterized example concerns the association 
between pro-apoptot ic and anti -apoptot ic Bel -2 family 
members. While these interactions have been known for 
several years, recent studies of ElB 19K and Bax have 
demonstrated that these family members can alter each 
other's sub-cellular localization. Bax is normally 
stimulated to go to the mitochondria during apoptosis 
and causes a loss in mitochondrial membrane potential. 
However, over-expression of ElB 19K causes Bax to be 
sequestered to the nuclear periphery where ElB 19K is 
localized. This process most likely blocks the ability 
of Bax to disrupt mitochondrial function. The Bel -2 
family also associates with several unrelated proteins 
that may contribute to apoptosis regulation. For 
example, Bcl-2 associates with and targets the 
serine/ threonine kinase Raf-1 to the mitochondria. 
Over -express ion of Bcl-2 and Raf-1 cooperate to inhibit 
apoptosis. Another example that is now emerging is the 
association between the anti -apoptot ic Bcl-2 family 
members with C. elegans, Ced-4, and with its mammalian 
homologue Apaf-1. These interactions directly block the 
activation of downstream caspases . Thus far, the C. 
elegans Bcl-2 homologue, Ced-9, as well as Bcl-x^ and ElB 
19K have been shown to bind to Ced-4, and at least Ced-9 
and ElB 19K can redistribute Ced-4 from the cytosol to 
cytoplasmic membranes. Bcl-x^, also interacts with Apaf-1 
and therefore it will be interesting to determine 
whether Bcl-x^ can alter the localization of Apaf-1. In 
perhaps an analogous scenario, ElB 19K also sequesters 
the death-promoting protein FADD, an upstream component 
of Fas- and TNF-a-mediated death signaling pathway. 
Overexpressed FADD becomes multimerized and produces 
filaments throughout the cell. ElB 19K disrupts the 
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FADD filaments causing FADD to relocalize with regions 
normally associated with 19K and inhibits FADD -dependent 
apoptosis. Here, we show that the Bcl-2 family members 
also sequester a nuclear transcription factor and that 
this may also play a role in apoptosis. The minimal 
region for ElB 19K required for interaction with Btf at 
the amino terminus (amino acids 1-36) appears to be 
distinct from the interaction regions involved in 
binding to other pro-apoptot ic proteins (Bax, Ced-4, 
Nbk/Bik) . This amino terminal region of ElB 19K may 
correspond to BH4 of Bcl-2 and Bcl-x^, although this 
remains to be tested directly. Together these studies 
suggest that ElB 19K and possibly other Bcl-2 family 
members, act as binding proteins for a number of 
apoptosis regulators which could contribute to their 
widespread role as apoptosis inhibitors. 

Transcriptional regulation often plays a critical 
role during apoptosis by either activating or repressing 
genes encoding basic apoptotic components. Indeed, 
inhibition of RNA and protein synthesis block apoptosis 
induced by a number of circumstances, including growth 
factor deprivation and following treatment with some 
chemotherapeutic drugs. In contrast, others have shown 
that these inhibitors can actually promote cell death, 
suggesting that loss of a short-lived survival factor 
can also lead to apoptosis. A number of transcription 
factors have been identified that may serve as positive 
or negative regulators of apoptosis. For example, the 
NF-kB transcription factor plays an important role in 
blocking apoptosis triggered by TNF-a although the 
target genes for NF-kB are not yet known. However, in 
other situations, NF-kB activation has been associated 
with induction of apoptosis. Furthermore, Bcl-2 and ElB 
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19K represses NF-kB activity providing another mechanism 
for Bel -2 family members to control apoptosis. 

Another transcription factor that may be regulated 
by the Bcl-2 family during apoptosis is p53 . The p53 
tumor suppressor protein is required for apoptosis 
during ionizing radiation and chemotherapeutic drugs, as 
well as transforming oncogenes such as c-myc and ElA. 
While p53 may have multiple functions, the 
transcriptional activity of p53 is clearly critical for 
the regulation of cell death in some situations but not 
all. However, it is still unclear whether p53 -mediated 
apoptosis requires its transcriptional activation or 
repression properties, or perhaps both. On the one 
hand, p53 trans-activates both jbax and fas, both of 
which are bonafide inducers of apoptosis. In contrast, 
several p53 -repressible genes have been identified which 
may potentially contribute toward apoptosis, including 
bcl-2, MAP4 , interleukin-6 , c-fos, and c-myc. 
Expression of Bcl-2 and ElB 19K alleviate the 
transcriptional repression activity of p53 providing a 
mechanism for Bcl-2 family regulation of apoptosis. 
Thus, Bcl-2 family members can influence apoptosis by 
modulating the transcriptional activity of both NF-B and 
p53. Inhibition of Bt f 3-mediated transcriptional 
repression and apoptosis by the Bcl-2 family establishes 
another connection between these apoptosis regulators 
and modulation of transcription. It will certainly be 
interesting to determine whether Btf^ can influence the 
activities of other transcription factors related to 
apoptosis, such as NF-kB and p53 . 

We would predict that Btf^ may repress the 
transcription of survival genes. Based on previous 
observations of regulation of gene expression by ElB 
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19K, one possible target may be the p53 inhibitor, Mdm- 
2. We have previously observed that stable expression 
of ElB 19K or Bcl-2 leads to an increase in Mdm-2 mRNA 
and protein levels. Such a mechanism could also account 
for the ability of ElB 19K to derepress the 
transcriptional repression mediated by p53 and ElA. 
While it will be worthwhile to determine whether Btf^ 
could affect p53 modulation of these targets, the fact 
that Btfg was capable of inhibiting transformation by 
p53DD suggests that another target also exists that is 
independent of p53 . We also have not been able to 
detect binding between Btf^ and p53 (data not shown) , 
although it is still plausible that Btfg associates with 
p53 -dependent co-activators such as p300. Since the 
putative DNA-binding sites within Btfg contains homology 
to bZIP and Myb, it is conceivable that they share 
similar targets. Interestingly, correlations exist 
between both of these transcription factor families with 
apoptotic regulation. For example, application of 
functional blocking antibodies against the AP-1 
proteins, Fos and Jun, or transfection with dominant- 
interfering Jun, inhibits apoptosis in neuronal cells 
following growth factor withdrawal. However, relevant 
target genes that contribute toward AP- 1 -mediated 
apoptosis have yet to be identified. The Myb family of 
transcriptional regulators inhibit apoptosis, and 
regulate the transcriptional activation of bcl-2. This 
may therefore provide a feedback loop between Btfg and 
Bcl-2. Future studies will be performed to determine 
whether Btf^ regulates bcl-2, or other genes involved in 
apoptosis. The link between Btf^ and the Bcl-2 family 
may provide an alternative mechanism by which the Bcl-2 
family is able to regulate cell survival. 
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While certain of the preferred embodiments of the 
present invention have been described and specifically 
exemplified above, it is not intended that the invent ic 
be limited to such embodiments. Various modifications 
may be made thereto without departing from the scope a] 
spirit of the present invention, as set forth in the 
following claims. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A recombinant cell line for assessing 
therapeutic agents that regulate apoptosis, comprising: 

a) a first plasmid expressing a p3 00 
responsive promoter operably linked to a first reporter 
gene ; 

b) a second plasmid expressing a non p3 00 
responsive promoter operably linked to a second reporter 
gene ; and 

c) a third plasmid expressing a selectable 
marker gene . 

2. The cell line of claim 1, said cell line being 
stably transfected with an additional plasmid encoding 
wild -type p300 to augment endogenously expressed p300 
protein levels. 

3 . A screening method for determining if a 
therapeutic reagent inhibits p3 0 0 activity thereby 
inducing apoptosis, comprising: 

a) contacting recombinant cells with said 
therapeutic agent, said cells containing 

i) a first plasmid expressing a p300 
responsive promoter operably linked to a first reporter 
gene ; 

ii) a second plasmid expressing a non 
p3 00 responsive promoter operably linked to a second 
reporter gene; and 

iii) a third plasmid expressing a 
selectable marker gene; 

b) assessing cells for repression of the p300 
responsive reporter gene by said therapeutic reagent; 
and 
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c) assessing cells for repression of the non- 
p300 responsive reporter gene by said therapeutic 
reagent, repression in step b) and not step c) 
indicating that the compound inhibits p300 
5 transactivation and thereby induces apoptosis. 



4. A recombinant cell line for assessing 
therapeutic agents that regulate apoptosis, comprising: 

a) a first plasmid expressing Btf; and 

b) a second plasmid expressing a Bcl-2. 

5. A screening method for determining if a 
therapeutic reagent inhibits Bcl-2 binding to Btf 
thereby inducing apoptosis, comprising: 

a) contacting recombinant cells with said 
therapeutic agent, said cells containing 

i) a first plasmid expressing btf ; 

ii) a second plasmid expressing Bcl-2; 

b) assessing cells for disruption of Bcl-2 
binding to btf by said therapeutic reagent; and 

c) determining whether said disruption 
induces apoptosis in said recombinant cells. 

6 . A method for detecting the presence of btf 
encoding nucleic acids in a tumor sample, comprising: 

a) obtaining a tumor sample suspected of 
containing a deletion of btf encoding nucleic acids; 

b) isolating DNA from said sample; 

c) contacting said DNA with a nucleic acid 
comprising a sequence of SEQ ID NO : 1 under conditions 
whereby said DNA will hybridize with SEQ ID N0:1, if 
said sample contains btf hybridizable nucleic acids; and 

d) detecting said hybridization if any. 
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7. A method for detecting Btf protein in a tumor 
sample, comprising: 

a) providing a tumor sample; 

b) contacting said sample with an antibody 
5 immunologically specific for Btf under conditions 

whereby said antibody will bind said Btf if present; and 

c) detecting said antibody-Btf complex in 
said sample. 



10 8 . A method for introducing btf encoding nucleic 

acids into a host cell, comprising: 

a) providing a btf encoding nucleic acid in a 
suitable expression vector, and 

b) delivering said btf encoding nucleic acid 
15 to said cell in an effective amount to produce Btf 

protein. 
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tlat I veri Jy b8liw« I am ihe aricinal. fSr« aiwi soJc icTcntor (if only cm a*mt is listed Wow) qj m criginat. first and joint inventor fif olttral 
inventow ir* named^elow)©f ihe invention tiiu««d: RECOMBINANT C5LL WNE Af*D SCREEKINGMETHOOFOR IDENTIPYING AGKNTS 
WHICH REGULATE APOPTOSIS AND TUMOR SUPPRISSION 

the specification Of which [d>eck onc(s) applicablft] 
X (WS filed Mav6 iqqo «. InternWiOnal Applicatiom No. _ 
AppBcatioo No. 09/<574.g76 is b«cd, 
and was amended by Ameadinent Sled 



n which U.S. Parent 
(if applicable); for]; 



■ is attached ib flili Declsraiion, Pcrwa; of Atcomey nd Power to Inspect 

thai I have reviewjd tad uBdersiand the ewattaits of tlis atove'idcntified specification, including 4e claims, as amended by any amendment 
lefctKd to 9bcv«; and ihta 1 acbiorwledge my duty to dueloss Infonwtien which U nawrial to ihft eJiamiiiWioa of iWi abplidttitoln accorfance wit 
Rule 56 (a) p7Cf.R, §i.5<S(a)]. 

CLAIM tJiqiieR 35 use §ll9Ce): I h<«l>y claim ttve benefit under 35 USC § I I$(e) of any United Swtes provisiand applications Jisted bejow. 

»ro»iiiBt>«J . AppUeaiigii fie. 



7M*yl9»8 
1 July im 
lSjruIyl99g 
SNovtinTierl99S 



<iOA}92,B71 

POWER OF ATTORNEY; As ©ventor. I h^reby appowl DANN, DORIMaN, EERKELL AND SHLLMaK, PX. of PhiladeljAiia. PA, and dw 
following. >ndivldiu}{e) as tny attorneys or ageniK.witii iuU powtr of subittmtlon to prosecate this ^fiMtion sod to inuuact all bufiincss in ihe PaKitt 
and TJaderutfk Office coanccted tiiwewiA; JCatUctti D. Riiant, Ph,©., J.D. Reg, No. 43,«47 and Patridt J. Hagan. Reg. No. 27,643 

POWER TO BSSPECT: I teteby give DANN, DOBmXN, SERXGLL AND SKILLMAN, P.C of Philadelphia, PA or it* duly accredited 
i*pr««aicauves,power to )njpc«t and obtain aja^ta of the papers c atjaie Mlaita e to thi« application, 

SEM>CiOKR£a»ON13ENCETO: CUSTOMER ^ 

DDUECT JNQUQUES TO: Tclepbone: (21?) 5S3-4100 ^thtWn D. Rjjaut, PH.D.. J.D 
Fgesiinllct CtlS)S63'm4 

I hereby declare ftat all sa«mAM nMehttcin. of my own laiowled^e an bue snd »n stftemcott made oo isftnnstion aad belief are believed to be tme; and fii:^ 
tbal liiew »iairiiionti -wore na^e ^'ith tba lacwlcdge that wSlgjl falfcsaiaimnts and the like w nwdcaie pvnl jhsbleby fine or in^ jonmoni, orboth, under Scctibai 1001 
Of Title iS !he Unni Swct Code ud ^at such WfilUul fiilse «bteinent<< may jeopardize the y sJidify of the ipplicaiion or any patent issued thereon. 





SOLE OR 


FtaST JOINT [NVeHTOfi 




SECOMO JOIHT 


INVEMTOR 


Full Name 








Full Mame toiy 


fi^<m9 






.HJddle ■ Uat 


F^rst 


maou Last 


Signature. 








Siqaatura 




Date 


/(^ -/^ - 






Date 




Seatdence 




Kfttf Jereev 


My 


Ha8ia«nc« Warren 


"flew Jersev 




— TTfr? ~ 






ctiy 


Stat© er Country 








CitiMnahfD Ofttt«*» Sfcafees of America. 



Peat Office Address: 
3S Qrasmere Way 



Poit offica Ji 

■^^ 4 Firethorn Court 



State Of couhsrr 



Warren, New Jersey 07059 



City 



state or Country 



imtiTY 

OriglnftlU.S.flJ'fCTD/O 

BBCXJilUTION, POWER OF ATTOItNUY AW> POWBR TO mSPKCT 
Ae a balow a«fn«<|i Invmtar, I lixsraby decttfA! 

Oiat my tiuiimftv, pg«t oOle* addwu und dtbuiuhip mro fts mud hflldw next to my rmmi 

that I verily believd f ain tha Qriginkl, Gxil md dole inventor (it only one lumo U U«t«d below) or on original, first «fld Joint inventor (If eluml 
iavofltoTB are named b«b\y)0fdt«lrtvettttoneatfQ9a:IU£COt^^ 
WmCH BKGULAtE AFOFTOSIS AND TUMOB SUPtltESSION 

thA «p6dileu|<m olT'wydi (olwele one(i) if^cablft] 
X VMS Me d May tf. 1999 jut IntentBtioakI Ap|)li<^li(»iNo.. 

auilwuanffiiKkd by AnMdttwtn filed. 



(if appttcabta): [or]; 



tbtt 1 turn reviewed idkI tuiderstBod tho «0At«ni4 of lite qb«ve4dQiit|fl«d sfxioifiutitiaQ, Mudlng ih« clainw^ v «nwid«d by any whcmdnnat 
Tvkavi Mi <ibov^ and 2 Mifcti«wl«d9« ray dntty to <U«^cMfl Infbnqation which Is material to tho «xemHuaii«i]i of ditt appU«r^Um in uwotdamn wit 
Rnk $[$ («) p7 CJ-R. f 1.56(«)3. 

gCLAIM UNDfiRSS VSC §ll9(e)i Ihcreby ^iiiai the benefit und^r 3$ tfSC $ 1 19(«) of nay lMte4 Ststea pRrvjUonal appUcatioiu lf««d belowt 



^ POWBROiFATTOBNEVt A« mvcator, I hereby lyppdot DAMN, OOKFhitAN. HERKI^L AND SKILUMAN, P«C oTPUtodcIpIiffl, PA> and Qte 
, ,ftil««rfiu IftdhidttaiKO N my tt^omuy* or ageatt wfth fliU power of tuVitlttidon ta proacoote diis ^^lieatioa end fo tratifieet all bivauaa iq &a Putcnt 

iotd iMMiuk Ofigoc wn&eeted riferawifii: Kafhlccti b. XUgml^PhJ^ m Keg. No. 43,047 md PAfrfck J. H^gim, Reg, No. 27««49 
! - POWER TO INSPXCTi 1 hewby filve DANN, DORPMAN, HEKREU. AND SIOUMAN, P,C, of PhlUdefchia, PA «r its daly aisiaredited 
<^i«Rf««aiaiiv«s poww to huqieci Bad obtain «opi«s of iSto papers on fHorelaBitK to this atipUcotfon. 
|„:|SEN0COR]ftESPOMDiaiCtETO$ CI/STOMOBSRNUlKfBIS&OOOXIO. 

DIRECT INQUUKIESTOt TeEcphonet (Z1$9$«M1D0 «««h4i«n D. Rigaut, Ph.D., J.D. 



Ilien^iiMiltm (hat all itncments mwte hweili «f <^ idewle^ mtiw utdthatali suw»mt« imde mi informailaa ind belief vo fadfeved tAht xm; md 6aAitt 
aitldiete<Men»tf wcniiu4«wiA^l3ioi«ie4ff«fii«l«/i^ 1001 
of ISdft U of die \MteA States C!o4« «nd diatau^ wlllflll fAtc ftatentut) tiny JngiH^M th« viUdty Of lha ipjiUMtldn or u^f patent iwwi ^i6rt(nb 



SOU OR FIR«T JOIMT INVENm 



rull Hann 










Hlddlo U«t 


Sfdnature 






bate 






I yflv tferagy . 




City 


state or Coutitry 




a'nii:fitd_S^tLeja at Amtteida 


Poet Off let Addroast 








Cfty 


Gtatq or country Zip Cfldo 



^Cam dOIMT IIWBffOR 

Full Hame^ju 




city 



State or OsUMtV 



cittzortaiifp tmiciid fl«i«ti«B o£ a«.«^iaA 

POM Off1« AdSraMi 

4 Flret horn Cbiixn. 



W arren, New Jersey 07059 
C!ty 



stata OP Ciwrrtry 



2fp C«d9 



DcclfiirftUoji, power of Attorney tod Power to Insi»6Cl 
U.S. AppJicalion No. 09/674,876 



THIRD JOINT INVENTOR 
Gary 



'•I'll'. 



r 



MiddU 



state or Comttry 



g^ti'zenahJp Uaited States o f: Amarica 

Pdfit Office Address: 



FOURTH JOINT IWEHTOR 



Full Uam e Lakshmi 



sfgnature__ 

1 

Date 



Reeiaence_ 



Needham, Massachusetts 



City state or Count i^y 

Citizenshi p TTnit.ead st^atee o£ America 

,'Post office Address: 

' 145 Brookline Street 



state or Couiafcry 



Massachusetts 



state or Oountiry 



Dcclamricn, ^ower of AUnmcy and Poww lo Insptot 
U.S. AppTicauon No, 09/674,876 



Full > 



THIRD JaiHT INVENTOR 



Gasv 



TSate, 



^idefte e_ Bear 



D9law , are 



stattt or Country 



rcftizmshi p tteitad StaEaa of america 



'ipost Office A<[df€SS: 

fi:i 



Palaware .. 



State or Country 



] Pull Mas 

1 

j Signature. 
! Dat e 1 



FOUIlTH JOINT INVENTOR J^--<iK^ 



fiTHT Middle"- 




Needham, Massach u setts 
City stflte or Country 



; Cftfzenshi p . _t&iifced..gt;Bfce6 o£ J 
i PoBt Office Address: 

145 Brookllne Street 



Needham Massachusetts 



Scace or Country 



wo 99/57535 



PCT/US99/09793 



SEQUENCE LISTING 

<110> Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 
White, Eileen 
Kasof, Gary 
Goyal, Lakshmi 

<120> Methods and compositions for regulation 

of tumor cell growth via manipulation of Btf genes and Btf 
interacting proteins 

<130> Rut 99-0003 

<140> not assigned 
<141> 

<150> 60/107,689 
<151> 1998-11-09 



<170> FastSEQ for Windows Version 3.0 

<210> 1 

<211> 2610 

<212> DNA 

<213> Homo sapiens 

<400> 1 

atgggtcgtg ccaattctag atcacattct tcaaggtcaa agtctagatc acagtctagt 60 

tctcgatcaa gatcaagatc tcattctaga aagaagcgat acaggtctcg ttccagaaca 120 

tattcaaggt ctcgtagtag agatcgtatg tattctagag attatcgtcg cgattacaga 180 

aataatagag gaatgagacg accttatggg tacagaggaa ggggtagagg gtattatcaa 240 

ggaggaggag gtagatatca tcgaggtggt tatagacctg tctggaatag aaggcactct 300 

aggagtccta gacgaggtcg ttcacgttcc aggagtccaa aaagaagatc cgtttcttct 360 

caaagatcca gaagcagatc tcgccggtca tatagatctt ctaggtctcc aagatcatcc 420 

tcttctcgtt cttcatcccc atatagcaaa tctcctgttt ctaaaagacg agggtctcag 480 

gaaaaacaaa ccaaaaaagc tgaaggggaa ccccaagaag agagtccgtt gaaaagtaaa 540 

tcacaggagg aaccgaaaga tacatttgaa catgacccat ctgagtctat cgatgaattt 600 

aataagtcat cagccacatc cggtgatatt tggcctggcc tttcagctta tgataatagt 660 

cctagatcac cccatagtcc ttcacctatt gctacaccac ctagtcagag ttcatcttgc 720 

tctgatgctc ccatgctcag tacagttcac tctgcaaaaa atactccttc tcagcattca 780 

cattccattc agcatagtcc tgaaaggtct gggtctggtt ctgttggaaa tggatctagt 840 

cgatacagtc cttctcagaa tagtccaatt catcacatcc cttcacgaag aagtcctgca 900 

aagacaatcg caccacagaa tgctccaaga gatgagtcta ggggccgttc ctcgttttat 960 

cctgatggtg gagatcagga aactgcaaag actgggaagt tcttaaaaag gttcacagat 1020 

gaagagtcta gagtattcct gcttgatagg ggtaatacca gggataaaga ggcttcaaaa 1080 

gagaaaggat cagagaaagg gagggcagag ggagaatggg aagatcagga agctctagat 1140 

tacttcagtg ataaagagtc tggaaaacaa aagtttaatg attcagaagg ggatgacaca 1200 

gaggagacag aggattatag acagttcagg aagtcagtcc tcgcagatca gggtaaaagt 1260 

tttgctactg catctcaccg gaatactgag gaggaaggac tcaagtacaa gtccaaagtt 1320 

tcactgaaag gcaatagaga aagtgatgga tttagagaag aaaaaaatta taaacttaaa 1380 

gagactggat atgtagtgga aaggcctagc actacaaaag ataagcacaa agaagaagac 1440 

aaaaattctg aaagaataac agtaaagaaa gaaactcagt cacctgagca ggtaaagtct 1500 

gaaaagctca aagacctctt tgattacagt ccccctctac acaagaatct ggatgcacga 1560 

gaaaagtcta ccttcagaga ggaaagccca cttaggatca aaatgatagc gagtgattct 1620 

caccgtcctg aagtcaaact caaaatggca cctgttcctc ttgatgattc taacagacct 1680 

gcttccttga ctaaagacag gctgcttgct agtacacttg tccattctgt caagaaggag 1740 

caagaattcc gatccatctt tgaccacatt aagttgccac aggccagcaa aagcacttca 1800 

gagtcattta ttcaacacat tgtgtccttg gttcatcatg ttaaagagca atacttcaag 1860 

tcagctgcaa tgaccctaaa cgagcggttc acttcgtatc agaaagccac tgaagaacat 1920 
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1980 
2040 



2610 



agtactcggc aaaagagccc tgaaatacac aggagaattg acatctcacc aagtaccctg 
aggaagcata cccgtttagc aggggaagag agagttttta aagaagaaaa tcaaaaggga 

gataaaaaat taaggtgtga ctctgctgac cttcggcatg acattgatcg ccgtagaaaa 2100 

gaaagaagta aagaacgggg agattccaag ggctccaggg aatccagtgg atcaagaaag 2160 

caggaaaaaa ctccaaaaga ttacaaggaa tacaaatctt acaaagacga cagtaaacat 2220 

aaaagagagc aagatcattc tcgatcttca tcctcttcag catcaccttc ttctcccagt 2280 

tctcgagaag aaaaggagag taagaaggaa agagaagaag aatttaaaac tcaccatgaa 2340 

atgaaagaat actcaggctt tgcaggagtt agccgaccac gaggaacctt tcatgacgac 2400 

agagatgatg gtgtggatta ttgggccaaa agaggaagag gtcgtggtac ttttcaacgt 2460 

ggcagagggc gctttaactt caaaaaatca ggtagcagtc ctaaatggac tcatgacaaa 2520 

taccaagggg atgggattgt tgaagatgaa gaagagacca tggaaaataa tgaagaaaag 2580 

aaggacagac gcaaggaaga aaaggaataa '^'^^ ^ 

<210> 2 
<211> 917 
<212> PRT 

<213> Homo sapiens 
<400> 2 

Met Gly Arg Ala Asn Ser Arg Ser His Ser Ser Arg Ser Lys Ser Arg 

15 10 15 

Ser Gin Ser Ser Ser Arg Ser Arg Ser Arg Ser His Ser Arg Lys Lys 

20 25 30 

Arg Tyr Arg Ser Arg Ser Arg Thr Tyr Ser Arg Ser Arg Ser Arg Asp 

35 40 45 

Arg Met Tyr Ser Arg Asp Tyr Arg Arg Asp Tyr Arg Asn Asn Arg Gly 

50 55 60 

Met Arg Arg Pro Tyr Gly Tyr Arg Gly Arg Gly Arg Gly Tyr Tyr Gin 
65 70 75 80 

Gly Gly Gly Gly Arg Tyr His Arg Gly Gly Tyr Arg Pro Val Trp Asn 

85 90 95 

Arg Arg His Ser Arg Ser Pro Arg Arg Gly Arg Ser Arg Ser Arg Ser 

100 105 110 

Pro Lys Arg Arg Ser Val Ser Ser Arg Ser Arg Ser Arg Ser Arg Arg 

115 120 125 

Ser Tyr Arg Ser Ser Arg Ser Pro Arg Ser Ser Ser Ser Arg Ser Ser 

ISO 135 140 

Ser Pro Tyr Ser Lys Ser Pro Val Ser Lys Arg Arg Gly Ser Gin Glu 
145 150 155 160 

Lys Gin Thr Lys Lys Ala Glu Gly Glu Pro Gin Glu Glu Ser Pro Leu 

165 170 175 

Lys Ser Lys Ser Gin Glu Glu Pro Lys Asp Thr Phe Glu His Asp Pro 

ISO 185 190 

Ser Glu Ser He Asp Glu Phe Asn Lys Ser Ser Ala Thr Ser Gly Asp 

195 200 205 

He Trp Pro Gly Leu Ser Ala Tyr Asp Asn Ser Pro Arg Ser Pro His 

210 215 220 

Ser Pro Ser Pro He Ala Thr Pro Pro Ser Gin Ser Ser Ser Cys Ser 
225 230 235 240 

Asp Ala Pro Met Leu Ser Thr Val His Ser Ala Lys Asn Thr Pro Ser 

245 250 255 

Gin His Ser His Ser He Gin His Ser Pro Glu Arg Ser Gly Ser Gly 

260 265 270 

Ser Val Gly Asn Gly Ser Ser Arg Tyr Ser Pro Ser Gin Asn Ser Pro 

275 280 285 

He His His He Pro Ser Arg Arg Ser Pro Ala Lys Thr He Ala Pro 

290 295 300 

Gin Asn Ala Pro Arg Asp Glu Ser Arg Gly Arg Ser Ser Phe Tyr Pro 
305 310 315 320 

Asp Gly Gly Asp Gin Glu Thr Ala Lys Thr Gly Lys Phe Leu Lys Arg 

325 330 335 

Phe Thr Asp Glu Glu Ser Arg Val Phe Leu Leu Asp Arg Gly Asn Thr 
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340 345 350 

Arg Asp Lys Glu Ala Ser Lys Glu Lys Gly Ser Glu Lys Gly Arg Ala 

355 360 365 

Glu Gly Glu Trp Glu Asp Gin Glu Ala Leu Asp Tyr Phe Ser Asp Lys 

370 375 380 

Glu Ser Gly Lys Gin Lys Phe Asn Asp Ser Glu Gly Asp Asp Thr Glu 
385 390 395 400 

Glu Thr Glu Asp Tyr Arg Gin Phe Arg Lys Ser Val Leu Ala Asp Gin 

405 410 415 

Gly Lys Ser Phe Ala Thr Ala Ser His Arg Asn Thr Glu Glu Glu Gly 

420 425 430 

Leu Lys Tyr Lys Ser Lys Val Ser Leu Lys Gly Asn Arg Glu Ser Asp 

435 440 445 

Gly Phe Arg Glu Glu Lys Asn Tyr Lys Leu Lys Glu Thr Gly Tyr Val 

450 455 460 

Val Glu Arg Pro Ser Thr Thr Lys Asp Lys His Lys Glu Glu Asp Lys 
465 470 475 480 

Asn Ser Glu Arg lie Thr Val Lys Lys Glu Thr Gin Ser Pro Glu Gin 

485 490 495 

Val Lys Ser Glu Lys Leu Lys Asp Leu Phe Asp Tyr Ser Pro Pro Leu 

500 505 510 

His Lys Asn Leu Asd Ala Arg Glu Lys Ser Thr Phe Arg Glu Glu Ser 

515 520 525 

Pro Leu Arg lie Lys Met lie Ala Ser Asp Ser His Arg Pro Glu Val 

530 535 540 

Lys Leu Lys Met Ala Pro Val Pro Leu Asp Asp Ser Asn Arg Pro Ala 
545 550 555 560 

Ser Leu Thr Lys Asp Arg Leu Leu Ala Ser Thr Leu Val His Ser Val 

565 570 575 

Lys Lys Glu Gin Glu Phe Arg Ser lie Phe Asp His lie Lys Leu Pro 

580 585 590 

Gin Ala Ser Lys Ser Thr Ser Glu Ser Phe lie Gin His lie Val Ser 

595 600 605 

Leu Val His His Val Lys Glu Gin Tyr Phe Lys Ser Ala Ala Met Thr 

610 615 620 

Leu Asn Glu Arg Phe Thr Ser Tyr Gin Lys Ala Thr Glu Glu Pro Ser 
625 630 635 640 

Thr Arg Gin Lys Ser Pro Glu lie His Arg Arg lie Asp lie Ser Pro 

645 650 655 

Ser Thr Leu Arg Lys His Thr Arg Leu Ala Gly Glu Glu Arg Val Phe 

660 665 670 

Lys Glu Glu Asn Gin Lys Gly Asp Lys Lys Leu Arg Cys Asp Ser Ala 

675 680 685 

Asp Leu Arg His Asp lie Asp Arg Arg Arg Lys Glu Arg Ser Lys Glu 

690 695 700 

Arg Gly Asp Ser Lys Gly Ser Arg Glu Ser Ser Gly Ser Arg Lys Gin 
705 710 715 720 

Glu Lys Thr Pro Lys Asp Tyr Lys Glu Tyr Lys Ser Tyr Lys Asp Asp 

725 730 735 

Ser Lys His Lys Arg Glu Gin Asp His Ser Arg Ser Ser Ser Ser Ser 

740 745 750 

Ala Ser Pro Ser Ser Pro Ser Ser Arg Glu Glu Lys Glu Ser Lys Lys 

755 760 765 

Glu Arg Glu Glu Glu Phe Lys Thr His His Glu Met Lys Glu Tyr Ser 

770 775 780 

Gly Phe Ala Gly Val Ser Arg Pro Arg Gly Thr Phe Phe Arg lie Arg 
785 790 795 800 

Gly Arg Gly Arg Ala Arg Gly Val Phe Ala Gly Thr Asn Thr Gly Pro 

805 810 815 

Asn Asn Ser Asn Thr Thr Phe Gin Lys Arg Pro Lys Glu Glu Glu Trp 

820 825 830 

Asp Pro Glu Tyr Thr Pro Lys Ser Lys Lys Tyr Phe Leu His Asp Asp 
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835 840 845 



Arg 


Asp 
850 


Asp 


Gly 


Val 


Asp 


Tyr 
855 


Trp 


Ala 


Lys 


Arg 


Gly 

860 


Arg 


Gly 


Arg 


Gly 


Thr 


Phe 


Gin 


Arg 


Gly 


Arg 


Gly 


Arg 


Phe 


Asn 


Phe 


Lys 


Lys 


Ser 


Gly 


Ser 


865 










870 










875 










880 


Ser 


Pro 




Trp 


Thr 
885 


His 


Asp 


Lys 


Tyr 


Gin 
890 


Gly 


Asp 


Gly 


He 


Val 
895 


Glu 


Asp 


Glu 


Glu 


Glu 
900 


Thr 


Met 


Glu 


Asn 


Asn 
905 


Glu 


Glu 


Lys 


Lys 


Asp 
910 


Arg 


Arg 


Lys 


Glu 


Glu 


Lys 


Glu 
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